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Ha Nu our, Deareſt Friends atteſt to us, 45 


we our ſelves muſt to do others, that All muſt die; 


This yon have Clit the moſt Melancholy Arcents 
of Grief ) been ſeeing in jour much Larnented Loſs, 
which makes a deeper Impreſſ ion, not only becanſe 


She is now. no longer Youts{ Whom once you. 


could. claim as a U Dytifal, us well as Be- 
loved Daughter : ) But in that which renders it 
more Extenſive, that Jo much of Heaven is fled 
ny hence to * pr er Centre, which all that 

ew her could ſee in ber Converſation ; whereby it 


appear'd, that 2 * was fit for better Entrrtain- 
5 than 


thoſe can bave, who lodge in Houſes of 

There are mam quieting Conſiderations; 

— may be , ſy to To Lader 5 a Dif * 
tion of Providence, as well as to thoſe that ar 4 


art with you in Grief. Tho? your Houſe be not 


= x Morning without Clouds, 2h lefſen'd 


icte d, "et there is 4 Sufficiency of f Comfort 


22 alyation in that Everlaſting —.— 
which is order d in all things and ſure; 2 Sam. 
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- 35008 Any One® uk we e % 
be even Dumb, and nit td open our Mouths be- 
cauſe Hed de F{al 39.9. Cunſider hom mib 
72 16 455 an the * Er only 3 727 way 
of Su ce, but of Communication an 
ence Hee bas 1 . Pe 3 to you 
Tears paſt, ſince tbe Loſs of one * Jo — 
make up your preſent Loſs with e Lane ge 
in Hime. Twas doubtleſs in Mercy to You, as 
well as Her 5 Soul, that God was pleard 5 give 
ber ſuch Unſpeakable "Comforts at laſt; that You 
may have ſome Encouragement in the mid 'of your 
_ Trouble, in the Well-grounded Hope, t at bei is 
with Chriſt." 
1 de for this Sermon nich Gon Enlar eluate) is 
preſented to 7 I'muſt conf oft as nt de- 
Pls Publick View till your Deſire, with that of 
— Others, laid an unanſwerable Obligation on 


may bereby take, of teſtifymg my Unfeigned Reſpect 
fothe Lal of the Pim od, And — all the 
92 that ſo *Remarkable an In ance of Convert- 
E Pabliſhing and Soul- Comfo race which 
=” commemorates, may be 0 * uſe 7 the Inga- 


 - | thevingy'and Building up of the Church of our Lord 


Feſus To \whoſe. Grace I Humbly recommend both 
your” Self and Family; Who'is able to Comfort 


= Hearts, and to Eſtabliſh you in every Good 
ord ad Work. 3. $61 
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ine to alter my Intentions ; eſpecially the Oeroſion? 


1 oo Glory, with. Exceeding, Me ol 4 
| 18 but a few Days ſince dye AY — 4 
Y . pear'd in this Place, om an Occa-" 

bi ſion not unlike: to this in what is 


* l 7 . 115 225 ms vos 
221 9 7 7 Nl! Oy 2 £90 in 
f e * 
-. - Saints ere Ton Falling,” 4 
„ end and Preſenten- Faulflels/ 7 1 
- RR bobs 2102 tg 100 1 
8 J 1413246 1 341 eobtl>c: 93 8 
Func | 12 F 31 51 $11 40 41 440 3 & 
| 1 | 5 
1 5 ed 
; ts 10 *' * 
1. 60 
10 wy | 
ee, 
117 e T2493 139! £ 
1 T 7 52 * : WORD ERIN AI — 7 
37 257; 105 ** 4 : _—_— 
jup, Ver. 24. b 95 


: Now unto him, that is able to is 5 


you from Falling, and 10 preſent * 
yon Faultleſ, 7 before the Preſence if, » 


Solemn and Dolefulz yer; with this Differente! _ 
that the perſon whom we now: lamedt; was" f 
then engaged TY vs in the Worſhip of God, 
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2 Saints Kept from Falling. 


which prov'd her Eternal Farewell to Publick 
take ene this er World, © 
THR: dxds we have read were often re- 
peated by her, as heing a Wonder fu Support 
to Faith in ber Minutes ich is th 
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EReaſon why we have now made them the Sub- 


je& of our preſent Meditation. The Apoſtle 
concludes the many Awakening Conſidera- 
tions in the foregoing Vexſes, with this Com- 
fortabhe Salutatibh; whichiis as tho! he ſhould 
have ſaid; Tho' Heaven it ſelf was the firſt 
daf of Rebellion when, the Angels revolted 
and fell from thence. [ Yer. 6. ] And as for 
this World, here are many Inſtances of. Apo- 
ſtacy and Ruine, Iſrael tho" ſav'd from Egypt 
vet deſtroy'd in the Wilderneſs. [Ver. 3.4 
Sodom with its adjacent Cities, having given 
themſelves over to work Iniquity; were firſt 
devoured in Flames from Heaven, and then 


condemn'd to ſuffer the Vengeance of Et er- 


nal Fire. [ Ye. J.] There are others men- 


tion'd in the following Verſes, who had de- 


parted from the Ways of God, and periſnhed 
; 10 their Wandrings. But as for the Church, 
he tells them in the Text, that there is One 
Who 1s able, not only to keep th 
Falling, but to preſent- them Faultle/s before 
the Preſence. of the Divine Glory. The Words 


alſo, contain a Doxology, God advanced in. 


the ſaving! of Man; If yon look into the 


Rs following Verſe, you will ſee that the Per- 
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60, on Savio, dis He th 
falling, ere. In the Words, k are t) 10 
great Priviteges ſer beidre us og 1 5 
relating to Time, 15 ex erte EE 
to Eternity, ro the 805 172 
lemnity of that 2 e by Jy rran 

eaven. he a). Saints ſtall 


c 
ſued on from 
be gathered together, who GY 7 „ the Appear- 
ande of "CHRIST" thi Life, ſpall appear with 
bim in Glory. 


1. AS to what concerns the Bteſſings be⸗ 
ſtow'd i in this Life, we have a, very, Com- 


prehenſive Expreſſion in the former Part of 
the Verſe, Unto bim that is able to keep 


| — fallng This he does for them Ry 


3. Sn in Five, i as thoſe that are in 


a Militant State on Earth. Were not the 
Saints in Glory kept by CHRIST, there 
would be at leaſt a Poſſibility of their Fall- 
ing from thence; and as great a Probability 
bereof as their ſcem'd to be of the Fall of 

Angels, or of Man in Innocency : This would. 
- cauſe ſome Clouds to ariſe in Heaven, and 

leſſen the Happineſs there, which then would 
rather be let out to dem on this Condition 
that they preſerve themſelves from Falling, 
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T bros the] Glory,as their, 
fo and, WT 5 bee them in it, 


that Confirms and Eſtabliſhes them, and as 
their (4) Eternal Interceſſour. He does not 
obtain new Victories for them, that would 
be to ſuppoſe them leſs than compleat Con- 1 
querors; nor deſtroys any thing in them, 
' which would ſuppoſe them labouring ande 
ſome Remainders of Corruption. To keep Ys } 
them there, is to preſerve all the Springs of | 
Love to God in à perpetual Motion; he 
. them from having the leaſt Deſire af- 
ter any other Station, but that of Humble, 


Depending, Admiriag and Adoring, Subjects 
RS A0-0G Oo 2% tho th. 


- OUR Preſervation on Earth is in another 
Way, WE, are (e) Kept: through Faith; this is 
as it were a Continual Salvation, a, Vifori-; + 
ons Deliverance from Enemies, 3 Maintain- 
ing a. Principle of Life when. our Comforts: 
"ne Hopes are Wok, erpirins, and be e 
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ot che Phraſe. With what a- Loftineſs of 


+ Singi deſcribed. _ () The. . Lord - came from © 


Saints. (i) His Glory covered the Heavens; 


taſting Mountains were ſcattered, the perpetus] 
Hills did bowe.; The Mountains ſaw \ ws. and 


5 


474 lift up his Hands on bigh.;, Ide Sun 
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pt from Falling. Val r - ; 
Conſummation, or Com- 


Expreſſion, is GOD's Appearing upon Mount = 


Sinai, be roſe up from Seir, be ſhined fun, 
Mount Paran, be came with ten Thouſands, of © 


his Brightneſs was as the Light, The Es 
they trembled, the Deep uttered. bis Vice, and. 


rar 8 is Dei Wim 1 2 parurs.” 
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; ao fil in their” Th | 
did” GOD appear of old to work 
Pelirerances, when the Bright Morning Ws | N 
of en Eternal Day of Glory Was not riſen; 
while: there were ſo few to behold him, ind f 
they not able (in their imperfect state) | 
to look ditectiy on the Glory which ſur- 
roonded them: How much mote may we ſup- 
— , will God appear with a Luſtre of Glory 
d what can be conceiv'd of; when all 
his People ſhall not only be ſummoned out. 


of their Groves but enabled to behold 
it. 


2. HERE is the part that Saints ſhall 
bear in this Great Solemnity, they are to 
de Preſexted before GOD. The Word ( ) 
ſignifies a Setting or Placing, and in Epb. 
27. where there is mention made of the 
| thing, the Saints preſented without Spot 
the Apoſtle uſes a Word (1) which ſig- 
 nifies not only a | Preſentiyg or Placing, but 
 a'Nearmeſs of Acceſs, which the Perſons pre- 
ſented ſhall have to GOD, which may ſerve 


* do illuſtrate the Word in 'the Text, Who is 


able to preſent us before GOD ; that is, who 
can ſo preſent, or ſet us before him; as that 


we ſhall be Brought Nigh to behold his 
ny. 


. HERE are dhe Circumſtances i in 2 
they 
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c) Sd Coyſtituere, Collocare. (1) I've megs hong 
Di juxta, ved ad latus ſiſterern. 3 


FP they ial | e in this fon erp 5 F<? 
= | Or 0 7 the ſhall be preſented. | den 


1. FAULT LESS, Ga). the Word ſignifies; 2 


tar, 1 not only without Blame, but wit bout Re i 

d or Piſprace ; ſo that belle is not on] * ae 
nd f neſs Acceſs, bug a kind of E 
e) the Saints have. in the; Day of CLE 7 4 
or- 1 John 4. 17 Free rom Shame, beceuſe:de>- oY 
p. F Iivered from Guilt, and found Faultleſa. 
Iry 2. WITH Exceeding, Toy + Heaven wuſt a 
all needs be filfd with Joy; when is the Seat: | 
dur of Victory and. Triumph. 


old THUS we have the Unſp cakable Pride 92 78 
I lege of Believers, as KRept. — Falling here, 
hal and Preſented Faulrleß before the Preſenca 
to of GOD hereafter. There is one thing more 
&) to be noted, (viz.) Tho it be only ſkid: tha 
CHRIST i is Able to keep from Falling, yet 
the yet it implies a () Willingneſs as well aa a2 
ot; Fomer. CHRIST indeed, as GOD, by 
ſisg- late Power, could have done many things that 
he will not; 'tis not becauſe the 1 „ 
re- Arm is ſhortged, or his Strength exhauſted;; # 
that he does not create more Worlds, or A 
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0 is wake every Worm, or Pile. of Duſt. more ab 
ho Glorious than an Angel ; Tis not gs $44 
his | — c— ———_— bw 2 * 
nich 22 alaliis, Irreprebenilis, 22 dedecori, non WE 
alc 

hey 15 x Frafira loqueretur de potemia id facienii, 5 


3 5 
acere ; Imd quia id poteſt ** etiam velle cer. 1 2 
oft, ge M Salvator W Coos in Lo. 


's. Eh Meſs kum ality, 5 


e and cannot; but becauſe Us his 
Pl t ſuch things ſhall not be d 0 
3 —_ CHRIST 2s OD has. an Ah 
er, bush he can do what he Fot ae 
81 cl a 28 a Sovereign Wil, that is not under 
3 the leaſt Compu e or Reſtraint: Here M *: 
4: 1 _ og in vie, nor Mea: 

ſures given him to fo in Acting, no In- 
jenddions laid on him, nor can any thing 
rd or Done by bim, in any, Senſe. be, 
Sue an Act of Obedience, or bear any 
wanner of Subſerviency to che Pleaſure o 
| another. But the Caſe is vaſtly different, 
we conſider CHRIST as Mediator, 
— bat: an Office; as ſuch, his Power as 
** 3 eſs is not 15 Abſolute. nor the De- 
, ons of his Will ſo Unlimited ; but the, 
a ule and Meaſure of the Ackings of both i is 
that Commiſſion Which he haz received; 
F * 3 {Therefore fince they have a Mutdal Relation 
d the Father” s Pleaſure to be fulfiſl d: As 
Ewe may from his Willingneſs to ſave. Infer 
9 er he has a Power”: 89 from his Ability to 
. Fave we may Argue bis Willingneſs, "Thos 
pen in the Text; there is only nentian n made 
of his being Able to keep from Falling, Cc. 
| 3 i plies that he will certainly do this; for. 
b which his Power might have refus'd | to do | 
. e Majeſty; (Who cannor 
> be ia Debtor to the Work of his Hands; whollh 
t obliged to give an Account of his Mat- 
2 be 4 one) it has engaged to * 
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ſor us, as our Gracious and Faithful: Redeemer: - 
On this Account we have in this, and max 
other Scriptures, Encouragement. given from E 
the Power df CHRIST :; Arb. 7: 25. K 7 d 
able to ſave them to the utter „that come un- 1 
0 God by bim. Twere very mall Encourage + 
ment to returning Sinners „11 it were töſd 
them that CHRI T is able to. fare, but . 
uncertain whether he be willing or 
Rom. 14. 4. Hie ſhall be bolden wp; for G 
is able to make bim ſtand. So Mes ſhall 
grafted into CHRIST, for God is able #6 gr 
them in again, Rom. 11. 23. Obſerve, 25 
Apoſtle from the Power of G00 iuferz the 
Event; So we may ſay, the Saints wall cer 3 5 
tainly be kept from Falling, and preſented 
Faultleſs before GOD 5; for "CHRIST is able. be: 
to do this for tbem. is 9617 ap A 
HAVING thus vremiſed » a few Things by : | 
way of A N wer mah ſumm * the 
ak the Words _— Cm nik 4 * 
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Dodt. THAT the Conſideration, 1 ; the 4 
Tord FESUS is engaged, as. well 4 able, Y | 
to keeep , bis People» from: Falling, and $2 

- preſent them Faaltleſi before the Preſene 
ef the Divine Glory: with. exceeding Tay% 
7 redaungs much to the Funour of COD, on 
_ * the * * of Beljtwers: b 33 e Bb! 
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0 Saints'Kept fron Falling, 

 the'Words area Doxology; that it redounds 
do the Support of Believers, in that they are 

Conlolatory. 

+ THERE are Three Things to be r 

conficer'd and- inliſted on. 


WHAT is Weben in relation to Be- 
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X Fallmg. 

ba 2 WHAT is done for them in the 

End, when Preſented Faultleſs be fore the Pre- 

ſence of bis Glory with exceeding Foy. 

3. WE ſhall Conſider both the Perſon 

engaged in this Work, The Lord FESUS 

OCFRRIST , the Glory that redovnds to GOD 
hereby, and the Unſpeakable Advantage that 
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Ws that Chriſt is able to keep them from 


LW G6 
"3 1. Recovering 
”  farci; To be kept from Falling, foppoſes the 
Soul te be in an High and Honourable sta- 
tion, tis abſurd to apply this to thoſe who 
are ſunk as deep as Hell, and ftill remaining 
in in that moſt deplorable Eſtate ; Can there 
be a Loſing, or a Retaining 'of Love, or 
Hope, or Joy, &c. where there are not the leaſt 
Degrees or Principles thereof in the _ 
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Hevers in this Life, who are here ſaid to be 


Believers reap from hence. And then make | 


A8 to the great Priv nege of Be- . 


Falling. In which Two Things are im- 
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Grare is of an Advancing N. | 
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and Preſented- Faultlets, - @ - 
So that CHRIST firſt gives, ſomething that 
is worth his Care, too Excellent to be loſt ; 
7 then maintains his own; Wo rk, and is 

Keeper of what he was at-fixſt the Giyer; 

e are firſt. carried upward as on Eagles 
Wings, and then preſerved from falling heads 
ike into that State trom whence, we were 
taken. So that the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of 
One that is advanced, as well as preſerved 
by i i (o) Since thon was AI: in 
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Ae Ws ſuch thing B 405 
fr Weaknels' in us?. Our 
e ne lußrmit/ 


eee, 


Bet before we proceed to 805 141 2 
ſecution of this Argument, Three Thie, 
"thay be premi fett. 
% A Beneber carno 41 fr | "bis Tatiref 
i" the” Bleffings und Prot +; the Covenant - 
race, of tho thing s 'whic ien him in 
RIST bir Head : Ihe n e ſe his 1ns 


d char relation wich. he lands fo 


0 80D as Hie GOD :© There oy ally beg 
Change in the Divine Dealings but there 
can be no Change of ' his Et al Counts L 
or the N of his Heart toward | 
85 | l we fog Paſſs 

he never 
pluckt from then + but fall have all thar 
the Father has given, in Him, In Mb 
be” Promiſer of GOD * are Tes yi . 
- This ſecures to him the elſecd End of airhy 
and Hope, even the Satvatioh of 7 
and this ſecures the Means that all 
fl of the Grace of G00. All theſe Thing 4 


are 
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and Preſented Faultlels,* is 
are founded in the Immutability and Faith- 
fulneſs of GOD, which affords the higheſt Aſ- 
ſurance that can poſſibly be given, that there 
is no Falling from theſe Bleſſings, which in⸗ 
| deed are Relative and Extrinſick ; yea, they 
ere ſuch, that the very Foundation of 
them is not in himſelf, and therefore nothin 
can take them away, or (s) Separate him from 
his Intereſt in Chriſt. bal un gn 
( 2.) WHEM a Believer is ſaid to be prone to 
Fall, it is not to be ſuppos d, that there is any thing 
Sel/-deſtructive in Inherent Grace: In Nature, 
almoſt every Thing preys upon it ſelf, as the 
Taper that conſumes it ſelf to Smoak by 
Burning; the Strength and Spirits of Man 
are exhauſted, by being put forth in Daily 
Exerciſe; all Earthly Things Wax old lite a 
Garment; for there are in them the Princi Xx 
ples of Corruption: But 'tis far otherwiſe A 
with Grace, that is not ſpent or tired 


by being acted, it never grows weary ..- 
with Exerciſe; the Believer indeed is ſome - 
times fo, whillt engag'd in Spiritual Employ+ 
ments; but 'tis not Grace, but Nature itt him 
chat flags, and waxes faint and cold ; the Filth 
is Weak, the Spirit is always Willing: I can- 
not think ( with ſome) that Habits of Grace 
(like thoſe of Moral Vertue) are attain'd bx 
Repeated Acts; but *cis certain, that Grace 8 
not leſſen'd or enervated by Continued A&- 
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" Saints ke ot from F alling, 


4 ark - the Grace of Love to GOD is not ex- 


= a by (i) Plal. 2.1 Heb. 4. 16. Heb. 12. 28. Phil. 3+ 3 I, 
2 Cor. 7 10. 


2 tinguiſhed by its Continuance. The fame 
we way ſay of- all other Graces ; ſo that 
there is nothing in any Grace, that 
- tends to the Deſtruction thereof, neither is 
there any Thing in one Grace, that has a 


Tendency to Weaken or Deſtroy. another ; 
they have not differing [Intereſts or Deſi igns, 
— all lead the Soul to GOD, as they are 


Wrought, and Enliven'd by bim. In Nature, 


we find an Inconſiſtency between Joy, and Sor- 


row; Fear, and Boldneſs, G c. But the Be- 


lierer knows how to (t) Rejoyce with trembling, 


to Come to the Throne of Grace with an Holy 


Boldneſs, and yet with a Filial Fear, and Self- 
diſtruſi; to Rejoyce in CHRIST JESUS alone, 


and yet to Sorrow after a Godly ſort. Thus 1 
there is a Bleſſed Harmony in the Actings of 


Grace, therefore when 't is ſaid, that there is 
in Man a proneneſs to Fall, tis not to be ſup- 


pos'd, that there is any Thing in Grace, that 


tends to deſtroy it ſelf. As it is a Reflection 
on the Faitbfulneſs ofGOD(as was hinted under 


the laſt Head) to ſuppoſe, that the Soul ſhall 
fail of the Enjoyment of what is Promiſed in 


CHRIST: So it is a Reflection caſt on. Grace, 


(which not only Enobles the Soul, above al] 
its other Endowments , but carries in it the 
N el Characters and lmpreſſions of the Di- 

N 5 vine . 
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and Pꝛeſented Faultze 1 
vine Glory, and ſhews forth his "Manifold 
Wiſdom and Power) to ſuppoſe that this 
proneneſs to Fall ariſes from any Thing in it, 
and not rather from himſelf, yang from that 
Corruption which ſprings up, and, diſcovers 
it ſelf to be in the Soul, as well as Grace. 
3. WHEN we conſi der Man as Prone to Fall, 
we muſt diſtinguiſh between what he-is;conſader'd 
in himſelf, and what he is in CHRIST, or what 
I he is when left to bimſelf, or when "Influenced 
and Adted ly Chriſt. . There is Ground enough 
for ſuch a Diſtinction in Scripture, 2 Cor 3.5. 
We are not ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thing, 
bat our Jufficiency is of God. Sothe ſame Apo- 
Y {tle complains, that Hie does not the Good be 
vod, Rom. 7.19. 4. e. he has no Power of 
his own in Nature, but in Phil. 4. 13. He 
Jean do all things "through CHRIST which 
ſttrengtheneth him, ſo in 2 Cor. 12. 2. Com- 
I par'd with the th: As for the Man in 
$ CHRIST. of ſuch an One be will Glory, tho” of 
3 Himſelf, that i is, of Himſelf under any other 
13 Conſideration ; He will not Glory, ſo wer. 10. 
4 11. How can he be ſaid to be Strong even 
when: Weak, to be In nothing behind the very 
Chiefeſt A poſtles, and at the ſame time to be 
Nothing? With what Colour of Reaſon can 
he 5 ſaid to have not bing, and yet to Poſſeſs 
l Things, 2 Cor. 6. 10. if you dont conſider 
him as in Himſelf and as in Chriſt ? So if 
you-conſider a Believer in one Senſe, he is no 
* * able to Endure, or Keep hicaſelf 
| D from 
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16 Saints Kept krom Falling, 


from Falling, chan an Houſe that is Built 


upon the Sand, when the Storms and Floods 
ariſe and beat againſt it; But if you conſi- 
der him in the Other, then the Powers of Dark- 


meſs cannot ſhake him, nor the Gates of Hell 
prevail againſt him: So far as CHRIST is 
pleaſed to Stand by, and vphald him, tis as 


Impoſſible for him to Miſcarry or ſuffer Ruine, 
as tis for CHRIST himſelf to be overcome: 


But whenſoever he is left to himſelf, he is | 


no more able to Stand, than the Lifeleſs Bo- 
dy can Move or A@ without a Soul. This 
is that which we Underſtand by Mans being 
Prone to Fall, which is (as aforeſaid) impli- 
ed in his being Kept. Now that Man is by 
Nature thus liable to Fall, will eafily appear 


if we conſider but the Make and Contexture 


of the Inward: Man: There are Two Con- 


trary Principles in the beſt of Believers ; Þ* 


Grace does not deſtroy Corruption as to its 
Reſidence and Indwelling, but rather Over- 
comes and keeps it Under, Curbs its Rage 
and Tiranny ; but ſtill Sin uſes violent Ef- 
forts to Maintain its Poſt, and ſometimes it 
gives forth Laws, and lays Injunctions on 
the weaker part of Man, which made the 
Apoſtle complain Rom. 7. 23. of a Law in his 
Members Warring againſt the Law of bis 
Mind; and who is there but is at ſome time 
or other a ſad Inſtance of this Truth, that 


when God hides his Face but for a Mo- A 


ment, in ſome Degree he is {aid to Fall. 
wth DR TS. e 
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and Pꝛeſented Faultles. 17 
- THIS might further be Argued from the 
Conſideration of that Grace, which is 
Wrought and Maintained in the Soul; 
Though it be of an Heavenly Extract, the 
moſt Exquiſite and Perfect of all the Works 
of GOD: Vet tis Finite and (u) Created, and 
therefore (as is common to all Creatures) 
che Neceſſity of its Duration and Continu- 
ance is not the Reſult of any thing in it 
Self, but only of the Divine Will: To ſup- 
poſe that any Created thing is Self- ſubſiſtent 
and Independent, implys a Condradiction. 
And then it is a leſſening of the Glory of the 
Divine Soveraignty, to ſuppoſe that GOD is 
not the Maintainer of his own Work; or that 
when Grace is wrought by Infinite Power, tis 
no longer Beholden to it; or that it can Stand 
without continued Influences from Him. 
BUT that we may call in the Experience of 
Man to Prove his being Expoſed to Fall; let 
us conſider the violent Oppoſition Grace meets 
with in the Soul, not only from the Enemies 
that lodge there, hut from the Powers of Dark- 
neſt. There Mas been a long War-proclaimed, ._ 
and carried on by Satan, with conſtant endea- 
vours to make a Second Conqueſt of Man. (x) 
He goes about lite a roaring lion, greedy of Prey, 
ſeeking whom be may devoar. - The moſt Spiri- 
tual Duties are not at All Times free from his 
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18 Salimts Rept from Falling, 
Fiery Darts, and that he may leave no Artifice 

of Ruine unattempted, he Pleads as well as 
Fights againſt us. Our Saviour repreſents 
him as making his Suit to.GOD on this ac- 
count, Luke 22. 31, 32. Satan hath deſired to 
have you; that be may ſift you as Wheat : But I 
have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not 
Here's a Bold: Requeſt made to GOD againſt- 


his People; tis as tho? he ſhould ſay, Let 


me but Sift this Wheat which thou haſt de- 


© fign'd to lay up in thy Garner, and it will 


© appear to have ſo much Chaft mixed with 


© with it, chat it will be ſcarce worth thy Gather 
ing. How unwilling is he to quit his Anci- 
ent Poſſeſſion, and that ſtrong Hold he has 


{ long been Maſter of! Tis not Tours, but 


You that he deſires. He does not pretend to 
Ask for a Releaſe from Miſery, nor that the 
(y) Chains of Darkneſs in which be is held, as Re- 


ſerved to the Judgment of the Great Day may 


be Unlooſed, nor that he may be Reinſtated : 
in the Divine Favour, or taken into thoſe * 
Happy Circumſtances he is Fallen from; He 
knows, the Decree of GOD: has rendred it 


for ever Impoſſible, and therefore has no- 


thing further to Requeſt, if he may but have 


this Poor Creature Man. Were it not for 
the Prevailing, Interceſſion of CHRIST, and 
the Unchangeable Love of GOD, there would 
be Ground enough to fear that Satan would 
DO Yo Fn EY WS. T + 
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and Preſented Fnultles- 19 
Gain an entire Victory; which 5 that 
a Believer conſidered in Himſelf, is Prone © 


1 Fall; and Which is imply'd in his being 


Kept by CHRIST. Here we ſhould further 2 
ſhew, 

1. THAT CHRIST is able to erp bis r- 

ple from Falling. 

2. HOW, or hy what Means he is ſaid to do 

this for them. 

1. THAT CHRIST is able to beep bis Peo- 
ple from Falling appears from bende, that 
be is GOD "Equal with the Father, (2) Who 
Upboldeth all Things hy the Word of bis Pom- 
er. Can any thing be 700 Hard for Him 2 
Have any of his Deſigns been Fruſtrate for 
want of Ability to Execute them? Canhot 
He ſecure the Soul in the midſt of Dan 1 
who is the Soveraign Diſpoſer , 0 
Things? 

BUT if we conſider CHRIST as Media- 
tor, we may thus Argue, That he can keep 
his People from Falling by the Hands of Ene- 
mies, Becauſe (a) He bas ſpoiled Principalities 
and Powers, and made a ſhew of them in a way of 
Triumph. in bis Croſs. Shall He who has 
Conquer'd Hell and Death, and bore up un- 
der all the Aſſaolts of Divine Vengeance, 


de at laſt Baffled by 4 Creature whom he 


had long before Led Captiye ? Is not He who 
has Purchaſed Salvation able to Apply 
_B 4 5 it? 
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Queſtion Whether he Died, or Revived, or 
- had All Power given him in Heaven and 
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Earth hereupon, or that he Aſcended to the 


Fathers Right Hand, and there makes Con- 
tigual Iaterceſſion for his People, as to doubt 
D whether he is able to Keep them 'from Falling. 


2. HOW does CHRIST Keep bis People from 
Falling: 


HE did not W the Fall and Apoſtacy 


of Innocent Man, which he could have | nn : 


For he had a Deſign to get Honour thereby, 


_ as the Second Adam, and Reſtorer of his 


People, which he could not. otherwiſe have 
been; Hereby a Way was made for the Open- 


25 ing the Bowels of Aercy, and Occaſion was 
given for Rich and Soveraign Grace to be car- 
ried } in Triumph in the Chariotof the Goſpel. 


NEITHER does CHRIST Prevent. the 
Fall of his People into Particular Sins, 
as David, and Peter, and many Others, 


are Inſtances; yea, "the beſt of Saints 


while in this Imperfect State, may in ſome 
Senſe be Daily ſaid to Fall, foraſmuch as 


There is not a Juſt Man on Earth that do- 


etb Good, and Sinneth not, Ecleſ. J. 20. 


Now every Sin is a kind of a Fall, as may 
bs Gathered from that of the Apoſtle, Jam. 

3. 2. In many Things we Offend Al, the 
Word ſignifies (b) We Fall; now in this 


5 Senſe 
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(5) Haie. 
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Sinking and Periſhing then from Falling; rather 


from the Eternal Wrath and Curſe of GOB. 


due for Sin, or from the Dominion threat, 


from Approving, making Choice of, or com- 
mitting it with Deliberation, or being cafie 


under it, or. giving Way to it, than from 
being Overtaken by it. 


HE Keeps from Falling, that is from thoſe 


Sins that are Inconſiſtent with Grace; al- 
ways Maintaining the Life, and Principle, 
and Root of Grace in the Soul F be Falls, 


(which the Pſalmeſt ſeems to take for grant- 


ed, Pſal. 37. 24.) Tet he ſhall not be utterly 
caft down ; and there are many things he will 


Teach the Soul by its Falls, as Humility, 


Self-denia! , Self-reſignation, a more firm 
Dependence on Upholding Grace. Hereby 
he will ſnew him the Vile Degeneracy of de- 

Yaved Nature, his Need of regewed Strength 


rom CHRIST, to carry on the Work of Grace 


begun in him; Thus the very Falls of Belie- 
vers are ſometimes made a Means to keep 


them from Falling, and one Sin is made as 
it were an Antidote againſt. another. But 
there are other Means, whereby CHRIST 


keeps them; of which Some are more Remote, 


pet abſolutely Neceſlary, as His appear- 
ing before the Throne of God, and Plead- 
ing that their Faith may not fail; Others are 
more Immediate, as the ſending of the Spirit 


purſuant hereynto, to Eſtabliſi and Comfort 


their” 
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Senſe, CERIST rather Keeps his People from 
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24+ Saints Kept from Falling, 
their Souls, till they are delivered from 
the Remainders of Corruption, when 
Preſented Faultleſs before God. Which 
| leads us to the 2d. General Head. © 
= 2. WE are to ſhew How CHRIST ſhall pre- 
{ _ - ſent bis Saints Faultleſs before the Preſence of 
” * bis Glory, with Exceeding Joy. Let us here 
| Conſider, A Ls e 
| 1. WHAT is done for the Saints, in that 
they are ſaid to be Preſented before GGP. 
1 2. THE Circumſtances attending this Pre- 
1 . _ ſenting of them, they are ſaid to be Preſent- 
| el before the Preſence of his Glory, and that 
Faultleſs, and with Exceeding Joy. 1 
1. THEY are ſaid to be Preſented, or ſet | 
before the Preſence of the Glory of GOD. 
Man by Nature is in a State of Baniſnment, 
there is no Liberty of Acceſs for him into 
the Preſence of GOD, unleſs he be Brought 
there and ſet before him. Adam had no 
' ſooner Sinned, but he Fled from the Pre- 
YZ ſence, and was Afraid of the Voice of his 
Creator, and not without Reaſon, for he 


. 


knew Himſelf too much Abaſed, an 


d Unmeet 
for that Communion, which before he had. 
Iſrael when GOD was only Come down on 
Mount Sinai to Prove them, and not to De- 
ſtroy them; concluded that every Word 
which GOD ſpake Himſelf and not by Moſes 
” Sounded forth nothing leſs then Death an 
7 Ruine, Exod. 20. 19, 20. We find One in- 
w deed, who makes a very large Propoſal "nu 
8 . | S 
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be might Come before GOD, Mic. 6. 6, 7. 
Sball I come with Burnt- Offerings and Calves of 
a Tear Old, a ſmall Preſent to be made to 
ſuch a Majeſty ; and indeed, ſuch as was Dai- 
ly Offer'd on his Altars, therefore Will the 
Lord be pleaſed with Thouſands of Rams ? Let 
him make his Demands of as many Thou- 
ſands as he pleaſes, a coſtly: Sacrifice which 
none or at leaſt but few could offer; if 


1 this ſeems too little, had 1 Ten Thouſand 


Rivers of Oil more than all the Stores of 
Nature will afford, they ſhould all be drain d 
and meaſured out to Him; and if this be not 
yet enough, he ſhall have the Prince of my 
Family, (e) the Excellency of Dignity, and 
the Excellency of Power, even my Firſt Born; 
a Sacriſice that cannot be Offer'd but with 

a Trembling Hand, and with the higheſt 
Regret of Soul; yet this He'll do that he 
may Come before GOD with any Hopes of 
Acceptance. But Alas ! All his Overtures 
are in Vain, and the Price he bids too ſmall 
to Obtain this Favour. The Preſence of the 
Divine Glory would Overwhelm and Con- 
found the Guilty Creature, his Terrors would 
make him Afraid, and his Hand be heavy 
upon him when appearing in the Glory of 
Juſtice, unleſs there be one to Interpoſe, to 
Bring him in, and ſet him before GOD, which 
is the peculiar Work of CHRIST as Media- 
| | tor 
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24 Salts Kept from Falling, 
tor, as He who in the Text is ſaid, to be 
Able to Preſent you, &c. The Words imply 
chat he undertook a very great Truſt, (viz.) 
that he would Keep them till he ſhall Pre- 
ſent them. This AQ of his is as it were his 
giving up his Account to GOD; we Read in 
the 1 Cor. 15. 24. of his Delivering up tbe 
Kingdom to GOD even the Father, By which 
the Apoſtle either means, that CHRIST 
conſidered as Mediator, ſhall hereafter Ceaſe 
to Govern his People in that Way of Admi- 
niſtration which now he Exerciſes, which 1s 
Adapted to their preſent State of Imperfe- 
Qion and Warfare: But ſhall Suit his Me- 
thods of Government to the Circumſtances | 
of Perfection, and Glory, unto which he 
| hall then have brought his Subjects. 

3 OR elſe that he ſhall Deliver up his King- 
dom (d) MAaterially conſidered, that is His 
People to the Father. This Implys that 
there is a great Truſt committed to him, 
Iſa. 9.6. The Government ſhall be upon bis 

Shoulder; He was to bear the Weight and 
diſcharge the Office, as well as be Advanced 
to the Honour of Government. When GOD 
the Father from Eternity made choice of 
ſome to be to Himſelf a Peculiar People, 

He put them into the Hands of his Son, to 

Er whom 
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5 (4) Cum rradiderit Regnum (i. e.) Eccleſiam fidelium 
& — Elettorum Deo. Corn. a Lap. in Loc. 
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whom He committed the Management of all 
their Concerns of Salvation; (e) He was 
to Build the Temple of GOD, and to 
bear the Glory ; He was to remove all Ob- 
ſtru&ions out of the way of Salvation. He 
was. to be Surety for them, that in what 
thing ſoever they ſhould offer any Wrongs 
or Injuries to the Juſtice of God, He ſhould 


; become Accountable. As Judah ſays to Ja- 


cob, (When the good Old Patriarch could 
not without the greateſt Reluctancy think of 


Parting with his Beloved Bexjamin, leaſt . 


Miſchiet befalling Him, He ſhould ſee his Face 
no more) Gen. 43. 9. J will be Surety for 
Him, of my Hands ſhalt thou Require Him : If 
I bring him not unto thee, and ſet him before 
thee, then let me bear the Blame for ever. 
Thus ſays CHRIST (as it were) to the Fa- 


ther, If I dont Bring thy poor Elec People 


who ſhall Fall, and Place them before the 
© Preſence of thy Glory, 1 will bear the blame 
© for ever; It ſhall then be faid, that I have 
*not Faithfully diſcharged my, Work as Me- 


e diator, if 1 bring them not All, and ſet them 


© before thee, then let it be ſaid, that 1 was 
* not Able to Accompliſh what 1 Undertook. 
When once I caſt a Vail over my Glory, 
* and take up mine Abode in Fleſh When 
have (F) Made my ſelf of no Reputation, 
and taken upon me the Form of a Servant, 1 will 

© never 
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ce) Tech 6, 13. CP) Phil. 2 77. 


$ © never Claim a Place at thy Rght Hand, till 
1 Come there as a Conquerer, and thine 
' ©Ele&t even my Redeemed Ones, ſhall (2) Sit 
© together in Heavenly Places in me, as their 
Head and Repreſentative, till they are Ga- 
© thered aut of the World and brought Be- 
© fore Thee, that they may Sit in Glory with 
*Me. Hereby thou ſhalt ſuſtain no Loſs of 
tl | © Glory, whilſt they are unſpeakable Gainers ; 
| ( ) thy Righteouſneſs as well as thy Mercy 
© ſhall be Proclaimed in the Juſtifying and Free- 
ing them from Condemnation, Here is 
CHRIST taking upon him a Truſt ; and it 
is in Perſuance of this Undertaking that he 
Save his Soul a Ranſom for us, and now. 
Appears in our behalf as an Advocate to 
Plead our Cauſe this is the Reaſon why he is 
L | ſo much Concern'd for his Sinful Rebellious 
Creatures, He's their Truſtee, they are as 
it were Caſt upon his Care; and therefore 
when he finds them Naked, he Cloaths them 
with his own Robe of Righteouſneſs ; when 
Polluted, he Sprinkles and Cleanſes them 
with no leſs than his Blood; when carried 
Captive, he Reſcues them; when under the 
Power of Darkneſs, he Tranſlates them into 
his own Kingdom; when Dead in Trepaſſes 
and Sins, he ſays unto them Live; when 
Strangers and Foreigners, he makes them 
Fellow-Citizens with the Saints and of the 
Houſnold 
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Houſhold of GOD; He'll Maintain them at his 
own Coſt, Secure them as in a Pavillion, Com- 


fort them in all Tribulation, Carry them 


through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
and ar laſt Receive them ro Glory, All this 


he does in order to the fulfilling the Truſt 
which is Committed to him. 


NOW when CHRIST Preſents his Peo- 
ple, that is (as it were) his Giving an Ac- 
count to the Father ; the Juſtice of GOD 
weighs Things in an Equal Ballance, takes an 
Ef.imate of the Worth and Value of All that 
CHRIST has done, it He be found Want- 
ing his People cannot be Saved; His Ac- 
count will not ſtand Good before Ju- 
ſtice, if he cannot ſay the Work of Grace 
1n his People is Finiſhed, and the Good 
Pleaſure of Goodneſs, in bringing about the 
Work of Faith with Power, Fulfilld ; As 
once he made an Appeal to GOD, that his 
Satisfying and Atoneing Work was (i) Fi- 
niſled: 1 ſay till then, he cannot Preſent 
them to GOD, as having done All for them 
that he Engaged to do. But when this is 


compleated, then he may ſay, Here am I and 


the Children which thou haſt given me, I 
© have not loſt One of them, nor have they 
been diſtitute of any Grace, or Comfort 
* which thou didſt Delign I ſhould Apply to 


them; I have kept them through thy Name. 


© Though 
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ept krom Falling, 
* Though they have lived in this World, they 


Cl 


© have not been of it; but a Separate, pecu- 
iar, Devoted People, Zealous of Good 


* Works; the Country from whetice they are 


l 


© now Come, has indeed nothing that can Re- 
*commend them to Thee, a Plate that as it 


© were ( Groans under its Burden of Sin, and 


*Miſery ; but theſe Souls have been, whilſt 


 * there, () Seeking another Country, even an Heads 
© wenly. A City that has Foundations, whoſe Buil- 


der and Maker is God; (m) Their Converſation 


b has been in Heaven, This hath been the (n) 


* Mark towards which t bey have been preſſing for- 


© ward. Theſe are thoſe Souls whom thou didſt 


Foreordain to Glory in thine Eternal Coun- 


| *fels, haſt Loved them with an Everlaſting 


Love, whom! have Purchaſed with my own 
© Blood, Preſerved with ſpecial Care, tho 


© they were in the midſt of Dangers, they 
© have eſcaped and paſſed through them, and 


© after. many Conflicts they are made More 


© then Conquerers, Thus does CHRIST pre- 


might ſhew that this is Done for every In- 


. Fent his People to the Father. Here we 


dividual Believer at Death; CHRIST then 
Keceives the Soul, and Carries it into the 


Preſence of God, and this is Done in the 
laſt Day with the greateſt Solemnity that 
ever was, or ſhall be, when all the Members 


„ 


„„ 


3. 20. (7) ver. 14. 


* 


ch) Rom. 8. 22. (7) Heb. 11. 10, 14, 16, (m) Phil, 


1 
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of CHRIST ſhall be Gathered in a Viſible 
Body under Him, as the Prince of their Sal- 
vation, and Preſented to the Father. 

3. LET us conſider The Circumſtances 
wbich the Apoſtle here males mention of, 
that attend this Solemn Work. There are 
—_ Things therefore, we may take No- 
tice of. ü 8 | 


1. THE Glory before which, or before the 
Preſence whereof, the Saints ſhall be Pre- 
2. THAT they ſhall be Preſented before 
S GOD, as being Faultleſs. . | 

3. THE Exceeding Foy with which they ſhall 

be thus Preſented. 

1. HERE is the Glory of the Perſon, before 
whom the Saints are Preſented : Before the 
Preſence of His Glory. This either may be 
referr d to CHRIST, that He may Preſent 
them before the Preſence of His Own Glo- 
ry. Thus the Apoſtle in that fore-men- 
tion'd Place, Epb. 5. 27. That He might. 
Preſent it to Himſelf a Glorious Church, &c. 
i. e. Either that He may ſet it By Him- 
ſelf ( viz) at His Right Hand, Pſal. 45. 9. 
Upon thy Right Hand did ſtand the Queen, in 
Gold of Opbir. In this Sence, it may ſignifie 
that Great Honour it ſhall be advanced 
to. Or elſe, That He may pereſert it to 
Annſelf, i. e. To His own View: As by a 
Peripbraſis, that Object Yo we See, is ſaid 
: | * to 
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to be Preſented to the Eye; ſo when any 
Thing is Confider'd, tis Preſented to the 
Mind. Thus when CHRIST has made His 
Church Glorious, Faultleſs, and perfectly 
Conformed to His own Image; He will 
behold. it with Delight, and an Ardency 
of Affeckion, even as thoſe Things are 
frequently Preſented to our Pleaſed Thoughts, 
which we Eſteem and take Delight in. | 
BU tho! this be true, yet there ſeems to be 
ſomething elſe. Implied in the Text, ( viz. ) 
His Preſenting them before the Preſence. | 
_of GOD Appearing, more Eminently than 

ever, in the Hloty of his Divine Per fections; 
Manifeſting himſelf in an Immediate Way ap- 
propriate to the Heavenly State, and ſo it 
ſignifies the Saints Glorification, as conſiſt- 
ing in their being received into the Preſence 
of GOD; under which Notion, the Hap- 
pineſs of Heaven is ſometimes ſet forth: 
As that is the Place where GOD is always 
with bis People, as the Fountain of their 
Joy, and Bleſſedneſs; P/al. 16. 11. In thy 
Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy. So the Apoſtle ſets 
forth the Glory of Heaven, as a Being preſent 

with the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 8. Which ſignifies 
the Glorified State of the Soul, as being 
Brought into, or ſet Before the Preſence of 
GOD. Fo 7 T EY» MAD” | 
THERE is ſtill ſomething More included 
in the Words ( viz.) That CHRIST ſhall 
preſent his People to the Father. As it was 
JJ Re Pe Pd 7rd ho | From 
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From thet he received hw W | 
that he might redeem, an erve them 
from Falling: So when Time ſhall be no 
more, tis To fim that he makes a Sur- 
render of them again; That as all the Glory 
both of the Redeemer, and the Redeemed, 
was Inchoatively from him, as the Fountain: 
So it may be reſolved in, and referr d to 
Him as the Ultimate End, of all Things. 
NOW when CHRIST thus preſents his 
People to the Father, it ſhall be with Ama- 
Zing -Circumſtances of Glory; GOD will 
not lay | aſide the Enſigns of Majeſty, and 
Greatneſs, when he manifeſts himſelt to his 
Creatures; eſpecially. when his very De- 
ſign herein is to agrandize his own, Name, 
and appear Glorious in their Eyes. GOD 
the. Son indeed, in his firſt Appearance in 
our: Nature, came as was neceſlary, in a Low 
Condition; yet before that, or ſince bis 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, he has never been 
ſeen of any, but with ſuch a Glory, that his 
pour Mortal Creatures were not able to 
ear the Luſtre thereof. Thus before his 
Incarnation, when he. appear'd in a Viſio 
to 1/aiab, Chap. 6. 1, to 5. He is repreſented 
as Sitting upon a Throne, High and Lifted up, 
| and bis Train filled the Temple; the Sera- 
d | pbims . proclaim and adore His Holineſs, and 
Sin, as filling the Earth. The Poſts of the 
Door are ſhaken, and the Houſe filled with 
Smoak, and the * Prophet cries of, 
2 oe 
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Woe! is me, 1 am undone, à Man of Unclean ; 
Lips, for 1 have ſeen the-the King, the Lord of || 
Hoſts. The Apoſtle Paw#tells us, 1 Cor. 1 5. &. 
that he had Been him ſince his Accerſion; * 
that might be either at bie Converlion Ads 
26. 13, &c. CHRIS T appear'd to him in 
Ligbt above” the Brightneſs of "the Sur, and 
ſpake to him with''a Voice; but it was with | 
ſuch a Glory that He trembled, was aſtoniſbed, 
and fell to the Earth. 8d when he beard 
Things Vnntterable, and then, as 'tis more 
than probable, ſaw CHRIST, When he was 
Caught up into the Third Heaven Bis Soul 
was at the ſame time, with Surprize, and 
Wonder, as it were chaſed out of its Body, 
2 Co. 12 2. 3, 4. As for John when he faw 
CHRIST, Sith what a Glory did he appear 
Rev. 1. 14, &c. His Eyes, were like a Flame of 
Fire; bis Fett like Braſs, as if they burned in a Fur. 

nate; his Voice, as the Sound of many Waters; 
bis Counteninte, as the Sun when ſhining in bis 
Strength. And in the 15th." Verſe we find 
the Apoſtle Falling at bis Feet as dead. The 
Glory was too great for Frail Man to be- 
hold. How unſpeakably Glorious will he 
then appear, when his Feople are to be pre- 
ſented to GOD! The Apoſtle in 1 Pet. 5. 1. 
calls it The Glory © that ſhall be revealed, as 
tho? the Glory of GOD was no-] x retired, b 


and hid, in Compariſon of what ſhall then 1 | 


be manifeſted. The ſame. Argument that 
| the APR Paul makes uſe of to prove the | 
E Glory | 


— 
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Glory of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, above the 


Legal, we may apply to prove the Glory 
of CHRIST's Second Appearance, in the 


laſt; Diſpenſation of things; above all other 
Glories —_ have been revealed; Thus in 
2 Cor. 3. 7, 8, 11. A the Miniſtration of Death, 
that is the Law given in ſuch a Terrible 
Way, as tho' it had been the Miniſtration 
of Death; when GOD appear'd as tho? he had 
a Deſign to — them, tho* it was only 
to e O z If this ſay s he was So Glo- 
rious, as that the Children of Iſrael could not 
ftedfaſtly behald the Face of Moſes, for the Glory 
of his Countenance : Sball not the Miniſtration 
of tbe Spirit, that is che Goſpel, in the more 
Bright and Clear Diſpeaſation thereof by the 
Spirit, Be rather Glorious. ¶ that which is dont 
away was Glorious, much more that which con- 
tinueth. If thoſe dark. Shadows, and Types 
under the Ceremonial Law (- which were or- 
dain'd to continue no longer than ?cill 
CHRIST the Subſtance ſhould come) were 
inſtituted with ſuch a; Glorious Appearance 
of God: How much more Glorious will he 
appear in his Goſpel, which remaineth For 
Subſtance for ever, and as to the Way of Ad- 
= miniſtration, abides to the End of Time. We 


may * to the ſame way of Arguing, 


inter, chat it GOD appears with ſuch a 


| 5 Glory in Time, when his People are in ati 


& imperte& State, when his Work of Grace 
is is gromiag to Maturity, and carried on Gra- 


＋ 2 BE dually 


. 


reveal himſelf, when he a 
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dually in them; when the beſt of Believers 


| Cannot behold him, but through a Glaſs dark- 


ly: With how much greater Glory will he 


pears to a Glori- 
ous Church, that he finds Faultleſs, and that 


is brought into his Preſence, that it may behold 


him Face to Face, and be ſatisfied with the 
abundance of his Glory. But more particu- 
larly let us Conſider, What is that Glory 
in which he ſhall appear in that Great 
Day. 4; 


GOD is then ſaid to be Glorious, when 


he makes himſelf known in his Attributes, 


and Perfections; then all his Attributes will 
be magnified in the receiving the Saints into 


Glory, as well as they ate here, in fitting 


them for it. Power ſhall raife them up at 
the laſt Day, and execute the Sentence that 
ſhall then be paſſed. Faithfulneſs will be 
ſeen in the Accompliſhment of all the Promi- 
ſes. Wiſdom in the exact Harmony, that then, 
more clearly than ever, will appear between 
the Means, and End of Grace; and in the 
Unfolding of what has been Dark, and Myſte- 
rious in the Word, or Providences of GOD. 
Goodneſs will be glorified in Embracing, Pro- 
viding tor, and Entertaining of them; But 
thoſe Attributes whereby GOD more eſpeci- 


ally takes an Account of Things, meaſures 


the Creatures Conformity to himſelf, and 


their Meetneſs for Glory, are his Juſtice and 
. Holineſs, in the Glory whereof GOD more 


Emineatly 


\ 
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Eminently appears, when his People are pre- 
ſented to him. a A Ws 5 
1. THEY are preſented before G0 D, as 
appearing in the Glory of His Juſtice; Hence 
the Seaſon appointed for this is called the 


Day of Judgment. GOD's Electing to Eter- 


nal Life was indeed an Act of Pure Grace; 
he did not fore-ordain to fave them, that 
hereby he might declare his Righteouſneſs ; 
becauſe this was a Soveraign, Unmerited Act, 
but in Bringing and Receiving them to Glo- 
ry, he uſes ſuch Methods, that Juſtice, and 
Mercy meet together ; One does not tend to 
the Leſſening, and Diſparaging-of the Other. 
Thus when a poor Creature is conſidered as 
Wallowing in his Blood, Helpleſs, and. with- 
out Hope, Mercy takes Notice of, and be- 
ſtows what is ſuitable, for his Relief; but 
when he is conſidered as a Criminal, tis Ju- 


ſtice that muſt acquit, and free him from Con- 


demnation. If there had been nothing in the 
Fall'n State of Man but Natural Miſery ; as it 


could not have been inflicted, by Juſtice: So it 


might have been removed without it,by Mercy 


and Power: But as Sin is the Ground; and Main 


Ingredient of Man's Miſery, which renders him 
a Debtor,and Offender, under Guilt, and liable 
to Condemnation ; here Juſtice. is concern d 
in paſſing this Sentence againſt the Soul; and 


therefore *cis the ſame Attribute that . muſt. 
diſcharge him from that Sentence, if Juſtice: 


be offended, It * x ſatisfied, Tho” 


when 
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when CHRIST preſents. the Soul before the 
Preſence of GOD, *tis not to be ſuppoſed that 
he then ſatisfies his Juſtice ; that was perfectly 
done when he was raiſed from the Dead. Nor 
is this the firſt Seaſon of Juſtice's declaring it 
{elf ſatisfied for them; for that it has often 
done. Every Grace that has been implanted, 
and every Comfort that the Spirit of GOD 
has beſtowed, as a Seal ſet to his own Work 
were Evidences of this, that GOD was paci- 
fied towards them : But when they are pre- 
ſented, then Juſtice declares this with a 
greater Solemnity in a more Glorious, and 
Viſible Way, and with greater Conviction, 
and Fulneſs of Evidence as well as with un- 
ſpeakable Comfort, and Joy attending it. And 
then, here is a Publick Declaration made, 
of the Capacity in which the Soul ſtands, as 
Faultleſs. Juſtice cannot diſcharge any one 
but as Guiltleſs, he muft be ranſom'd by an 
infigite Price, otherwiſe he ſtands condemn'd. 
Now when Chriſt preſents his People, He 
alſo preſents, and pleads his own Merits, the - 
very ſame Incenſe in which their Perſons have 
before been accepted, and their Services have 
aſcended, as with a ſweet ſmelling Savour, un- 
to D; Otherwiſe Vindictive Juſtice would 
be a Terrour to them; as we ice when a poor 
Creature is under the Apprehenſions of Di- 
vine Wrath, and cannot by Faith behold his 
Intereſt in that Righteouſneſs, in which he 
might ſtand with Comfort and Boldneſs be- 


fore 
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fore juſtice; How is he even confounded ? 
He muſt needs conclude, that it is a Fearful 
Thing to ſtand before a Righteous God, a 
Sin-revenging Majeſty; but in that Great Day 
the Saints ſhall have a perfect View of their 

Intereſt in CHRIST, and that Righteouſneſs + 
of his that ſhall adorn, and cover them like a 
Garment ; which is abſolutely needful, inaſ- 
much as they are to be ſet before the Pre- 
ſence of GOD, appearing in the Glory of 
Juſtice. | | } 

2. ANOTHER Attribute inthe Glory 

whereof GOD appears, when his People are 

preſented to him is His Holineſs : This is that 
whereby He is infinitely oppoſed to every 
Thing that argues Imperfection; He is A 
GOD without Iniquity, Deut. 32. 4. That has 
no pleaſure in Wickedneſs, Pſal. 5. 4. So in Hab. 
1. 13. Thou art of Purer Eyes than to behold 
Evil, and canſt not look on Imquity. Tis not 
ſaid; He Does not, or Will not look on Sia 
(i. e.) with Approbation; but he Cannot, 
When Mercy refuſes to look upon, and ex- 
tend its Bowels towards a Miſerable Creature 
tis not becauſe he could not have done it had 
it been his Pleaſure, but becauſe he would 
not: But GOD's Hatred of Sin is not barely 
the Reſult of his Sovereign Will, but 'tis ne- 
ceſſary from the Purity of his Nature, he 

| would ceaſe to be GOD, an Infinitely Per- 

fec Being, it he ſhould take pleaſure in it. 

| He might have reveal'd his other PerfeQions 
| : to 

” 
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to his Creatures without any Manifeſtations 
of Metcy, Grace, Long-Suffering; but in what 
way ſoever he appears Glorious, the Gl 

of Holineſs ſeems included, if he be not Glo- 
rious in Holineſs, he cannot be Glorious in 
any of his other Attributes; Twould be no 
Glory for Wiſdom to contrive, Goodneſs to 
beſtow, or Power to produce any thing, but 
what bears an exact Conformity to the Nature, 
and Will of the Supream Agent. Now this 
Conformity is Holintfs, *tis that whereby GOD 
acts like himſelf, as well as that whereby He is 
what He is. Now *tis before this Holy GOD 
that they are to be preſented; tho it cannot ſo 


properly be ſaid that Holineſs paſſes, Sentence, 


its, condemns, or juſtifies, but rather Ju- 
Rice ; but in the Soul's Appearance before a 
GOD glorious in Holineſs, there muſt be a 


Conformity to him, as thus conſider'd. 


THIS conſiſts in the Image of GOD re- 
inſtamped on the Soul. Therefore GOD 
will have his People be Holy becauſe He is Holy, 
Lev. 19. 2. So in 1 Pet. 1. 15. we have men- 
tion made of an Holineſs in all manner of Con- 


ver ſation, and that in Conformity to an Hoh) 


GOD who bas called them. 8 
AND then this Conformity conſiſts in our 


being exactly Framed, as GOD's Workman-, 


U 


ſhip, according to that Idea, or Platform laid 
in his Eternal Counſel, to which we were to be 
wrought. Thus when Man was put into the 
Hands of CHRIST, that Which was to be the 


Rule 


1 n 
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mall not only have their Guilt removed, 
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Rule; and Meaſure of that Perfection to which 
he was to bring them, was that Model which 
was laid in the Eternal Mind. As GOD 
works all things according to the Counſel of 


his own Will, ſo CHRIST as Mediator, 


makes the ſame Counſel of the Divine Will 
the Standard, according to which he Joes all 
things for, and in his People, Now GOD 
the Father has deſigned, that his ſaved Ones 


by an' Infinite Price, but their Perverſe- 
neſs and Obſtinacy ſubdued, their Cor- 


tupt Nature muſt be changed, new Prin- 


ciples wrought, the Fear of GOD implanted 
in their Hearts, and his Law written in their 
Inward Parts, ſuch Graces, and Comforts 
muſt be applied which GOD has promiſed, 


they muſt be ſo framed, and diſpoſed, and as it 


were trained up for Glory; that when brought 
there, the Bleſſed Society they are admitted 
into, ang the Employment they are engaged 
in, may be delightful, and not a burden to 
them. When CHRIST has done this for his 
People, then they are fit to be preſented be- 
fore GOD, when appearing in the Glory of 
his Jaſtice; and Holineſs. But this is more 
expreſly ſer forth in what the Apoſtle adds 
concerning the Circumſtances, in which the 
Perſons ſhall be; who are ſaid to be preſented 
before the Preſence of the Divine Glory; 
which leads vs to the Second Thing, 


2. THAT 
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2. THAT the Saints ſhall be preſented 
Faultleſs ;, Tis an Amazing Conlideration: 
Who could ever ſappoſe when he looks on 
Fallen Man, once ſo Vile, and Criminal; whoſe 
Offences were ſo innumerable, and hainouſly 
aggravated, a Creature ſo (o) Laden with Ini- 
quity, and Guilt, whoſe Primitive Beauty is ſo 
ſullied, and his very Nature ſtain'd with Cor- 
ruption, and Defilement. If you look back 
and ſee him (p) Caſt out to the Loathing of his 
© Perſon, Polluted in his Blood; Who would ſup- 

poſe that He ſhould be found Faultleſs? But 
ſuch a One he muſt be, if preſented before the 
Preſence of the Divine Glory. Faultleſs, that 
is, as the Apoſtle to the Epheſians explains it, 
(q) Not having Spot, or Wrinble, or any ſuch thing. 
Some by this underſtand the Church as freed 
from the Blemiſh of Sin, and the Wrinkles 
of Age, and Sorrow ; They ſhall as it were, 
) Kenew their Youth like the Eagles. And 
then here's not only a Freedom from Sin, and 


——Mpfery, but from every thing that bears the 


leaſt Reſemblance thereof, Or any ſuch thing; 
from that which carries in it the Appearance,as 
well as the real Nature of Evil. Seeming Evils 
are ſometimes very afflictive to Believers; Zion 
is troubled when it does. but ſuppoſe, that 
(s) GOD has forſaken her, and ber GOD has 
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(o) Ila. 1. 4. (p) Ezek. 16. 6, 6. ( ) Eph. . 27 
(7) Plak 103. 5 ( Iſa. 49. 14, 16. 9 
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forgotten her. When all Her Complaints were 
founded on a Miſtake; For GOD bad graver 
ber upon the Palms of bis Hands, How are 
we ſometimes tormented with groundleſs 
Fears, and apprehend that, to be a Deſtructive 
Evil, which is deſign'd for our Advantage. 
Dauid was forced to chide, and rebuke him- 
ſelf, when in ſuch a Frame, (t) Why art thou 
caſt down, O my Soul, and why art thou diſquieted 
within me? What means this Wretched Heart 
© thus to recoil within my Breaſt, to ſeem ſo 
* diſcontented under the Hand of GOD ? Tho? 
* his Waves and Billows overwhelm me, and 
* the Common Reproach of the Enemy, is, 
* Where is thy GOD ; Yet are not thy Thoughts 
© too black? Do not thy Sorrows ſwell too 
High? Is there ſo great Occaſion for this, 
*whilſt thou canſt ſay, that GOD is the Health 
© of thy Countenance, and thy GOD ? Thus, it is 
fometimes with Believers here, but hereafter, 
they ſhall be delivered from every thing that 
looks like a Spot, or Wrinkle, as well as that 
which is ſo indeed. The Church muſt needs 
be very Glorious, when without Blemiſh. | 
There never was an Inſtance of a Creature 
without Fault ſince Adam fell, CHRIST only 
excepted ; for it implies a Faultleſsneſs, not 
only in the Account of Juſtice : But that the 

Soul is without Stain, and Pollution; denoting 
its Perfection, as to the Work of Sanctifica- 
tion, 


— 


0 Plal. 42. = 


— 


42 Saints Kept from Falling, 
tion, which is compleat in none, until they 
are received into a more Glorious World 
than this, Then the Soul ſhall not only ap- 
pear in that Righreouſneſs, which before was 
put upon him (which remains Unchangeably 
the ſame, not brought to Perfection by De- 
grees, as to its Eſſentials; however the Diſ- 
cCoveries, and Manifeſtations hergof are Gra- 
dual, as well as the Bleſſings that are conſe- 
quent to it) but He ſhall alſo be N as 
to the Work of Grace, which has been daily 
Abita on, but never compleated till then. 
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| Iafirmities mall be remqved, Backſlidings 
ealed, Iaward Diſorders compoſed ; when 
the Soul, as it were ( Makes.GOD bis Has» 
e takes up his Reſt in him; all the 
owers, and Faculties thereof, with a Free, 
Undiſturbed Motion, like ſo many Streams 
run into, and meet in Him, as their Chief 
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/ __. Godod, Ultimate £00, agg. goly Happineſs; 
| fach an One is made perfectly receptive of 
1 Spiritual Communications, and meet to be a 
Ci Participant of the Inheritance of the Saints 
1 . eee ee 


_ BUT that we may be the more affected 
with this Unſpeakable Privilege, let us take 
. 2 View of the Soul as put into the Hand of 
fi CHRIST, and as preſented by him to the 
Father. Was he given to CHRIST, as a 
Faultleſs Creature ? Was he then conſidered 
ED, ; 2 


1— 


** <a x ” 


— — — 


„ K 1 * „ 


(u) Pſal. 91. * ä 


— and Preſented -Faultlels, - 43 
28 Beautiful, or Comely, as without Sin, or 
Guilt ? That is not to be ſuppoſed, for if fo, 
there was no need of an Innocent Creature's 
being committed to a, Mediator, to reconcile 
bim to GOD, and purchaſe Salyation for him. 
' || He was indeed given to CHRIST, as a Cho- 
den Veſſel, 908555 for the Maſter's Uſe, as 
One to whom GOD would afterwards mani- 
feſt the Exceeding. Richss of his Grace: But 
he was not then conſidered, as having any 
Grace, nor as having.an Intereſt in any Pro- 
| miſe of Grace; for all Right to the Promi- 
* ſes of the Covenant of Grace pre- ſuppoſes an 
* Il Intereſt in him, who is the Head of this Co- 
1 venant. Now the Soul conſider'd as given 
e 
5 
; 


to CHRIST, could have no Intereſt in him, 
for that is, in r Nature, conſequent 
7 


to this A& of Donat and therefore 'twas 


a graceleſs Creature put into the Hands of 
Tt | CHRIST, that from him he might have a 
* Right to the Eternal Promiſes of Grace, that 
were made in him. And then he could not 
2 be conſider'd, as having any Bleſſings pur- 
S If chaſed, or Righteouſneſs wrought out for, 
or applied to him; for. as the One ſuppo- 
d ſes the Undertaking of CHRIST to redeem, 
e together with the Actual Execution hereof: 
of so the Other ſuppoſes the Actual Exiſtence 
e of the Creature, to whom theſe Purchaſed 
a I Bleſſings are to be applied. Conſider fur- 
xd ther, that when ( being predeſtinated to 
as I Glory ) he was given to. CHRIST, he was 
I „ ] 
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not conſider” d, as conformed tot 
CHRIST, for that was one End 
Eternal Acts of 0D; he was given to 
CHRIST, that he might be changed into his 
Likeneſs, as the Apoſtle in Rom. 8. 30 ſays 


concerning GOD's Predeſtinating, *twas that 


we may be Confor med to the Image of his Son; 

and therefore as the End is not antecedent 
to the Means: So the Elect were not conſi- 
der'd, as conform d to the Image of CHRIST, 


when put into his Hands. 'So' that be 


took the Care of Creatures Defined, and 
very unlike himſelf. "And then, they were 
conſider'd as Uaclèan, and Uahbly, 

being Faultleſs, when given to "CHRIST ; 
that 1 in what he himfelf ſays, John 


17. 19. 1 ſandifit my ſelf that they ay be 
ſandtiſied. Therefore I 105 my fe art, 101 


undertake the Work of a Mediator, and 
Surety for them, that they may «be made 


Holy. Thus he received them as Filthy and 


worthy to N. Abhorred; but he preſents 


them as Waſhed from all Uncle and 


Abominations in his own Blood. They were 


given to him as Debtors, owing Ten Thou- 
ſand Talents to the Juſtice of GOD, and 


having nothing to pay; he preſents them as 
having their Debts put on his Account, and 
pay d by him, the Hand-Writing that ſtood 
in Force againſt them cancelPd, and they fully 
acquitted. He received them as under the 
Condemning Sentence of che Law, 3 


e e of | 
of eſe: 


2 from 


r cf 0 e vl. 7 r 1 


ny 80 rag wet ct tw 


S 2 Au fe {= c 22 bone CD Hott Hts r 


0 Petenten Faultlttk 45 


of Wrath: the worſt of Criminals,” Hell ex- 


cepted:: 1 preſents them as juſtified, Recon- 

ciled, Aepd to uſe the Word ih the Text 

8 for Wha more” Comprehenſ ve preſſion . 

AU r for ang) e as being render d Fanlflefſ. 
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, HERE is 4 Ci ance imMediately ly fol 
447 0 don their betn 4% us preſe eſented Fauitleſs, 
i. E. "with! Ekecedin of „ Doubtleſs, if Sin 
be vatgviſd'c, Sorte Go can be baifttheds if 
the Salilts are found! Without" Fault "they 
ſhall be pn wirhoulr Fear, dr Frovble. 
The The Jo ere Ken of, is not limited. Xo any 

n: and therefork, ir diy re- 
fer to 60D nimfelf⸗ or to the Glos tous 
om: df | Angels (6 that bear a part in this 

Solemnity, 10 far as to be Allmiring, 
and Jef Spectators of What is dofte as well 
as, to the Saints thetſelves. „ baß bolt 

If it be applied to 800, ſo as that He i is 
faid to rejoyce when this Preſent is made to 
him; we maſt not ſuppbſe, that there are any 
Paſſions in the Divine Nature; that would be 
to conceive of him as Mutable, for Paſſions in- 
fer a Change in their Subject they are a Kind 
of Commotion of Soul, as affected With! ſome⸗ 
thing out of it ſelf. Ang that this argues Im- 
perfection is plain; for if it be the Expectation 
of Enjoying ſome Future Good that moves, 
as tn Deſire, and Hope; it implies that the 
Soul at preſent is Imperfekt, whilſt reaching 
after what it cannot now attain, 80 when 

D the 


Harmony which there is between his Will,and | 
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the Good that moves the Soul, is in our Poſ- 
ſeſſion; as in Love, Delight and Joy; it ar- 
gues that there is an Acceſſion of Happiness, 
which before it had not. Now GOD cannot 
be moved by any thing Future, or Preſent, or 
receive any Addition to that Glory er Hap- 
pineſs, which he had in himſelf from all Eter- 
nity. Therefore when he is ſaid to rejoyce, 
Joy is not a Paſſion in him, as in a Creature; 
But it conſiſts (as I humbly conceive ) in that 


Works. Thus GOD's (x) Accompliſhirg what 
be deſign d to do, is his Rejoycing therein. This } 
Joy of GOD is ſet forth by ſeveral Exprel- | 
tions, ſometimes *tis call'd His Reſting in what 
he does, thus Zepb. 3.17. He will reſt in his | 
Love. That is, when he has manifeſted his | 
Love to his People; it ſhall appear fo Glo- 
rious, and Agreable, and commenſurate to | 
bis Eternal Deſigns of Love and Grace, that 
GOD cannot ſee any Reaſon, why he ſhould 
have acted otherwiſe in the Diſplays thereof 
than he has done. And then the — of GOD 
denotes the ſame thing as his Well-Pleaſed- 
neſs ; as in Mat. 3. 17. This is my Beloved 
Son in whom I am Mell- pleaſed: The Work he 
is engaged in is Pleaſing to me, that is, it is 
WilPd by me; He is fulfilling my Eternal 
Pleaſure. The Apoſtle to the Epheſians, calls Ii 
5 8 the FF: 
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the Determinations of the Divine Will (y) 
The good Pleaſure thereof; and elſewhere (z) 
The Good Pleaſure of bis Goodneſs, The Pro- 
phet Malachy, Chap. 3. 4. ſpeaks of the Of- 
terings of Judah, as Pleaſant to the Lord; 
that is, Agreable to his Will. Sometimes 
the ſame thing is ſignified by the Satisfaction, 
or Delight, which GOD takes in his People. 
And his Deſiring of them, ſignifies his uſing 
ſuitable Means in Order to the Accompliſh- 


ing of his Purpoſes towards them. Now 


whatſoever GOD's Deſigns are, whether to 
Gloriae his Mercy, or his Juſtice ; ſtill we 
find that the Accompliſhmeat of them is 
ſec torch, by his Rejoycing in the Thing done. 
Thus in Deut. 28. 63. As the Lord rejoyced 
over you to do you good ; ſo the Lord will rejoyce 
over you to deſtroy you. Now if the Joy ſpoke 
of in the Text, with which the Saiats ſhall 
be preſeated be applied ro GOD; it ſigni- 
fies, his Accepting of what is preſented to 
him, or that he acquieſces in it, or is pleaſed 
that they are brought to Glory, 4a as much 
as it is the Accompliſhment of his Eternal 
Deſigns of Grace, in which he Intended td 
briag them there. 

IF ic refer to CHRIST, as Mediator, ſo 
it may truly be. ſaid, by reaſon of a Com- 
munication of the Properties of each Nature; 
that che ſame Perſon that is GOD, does, as 
D 2 Man; 
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Man, Rejoyce with a Joy peculiar to a Crea” 


ture, when preſenting his People to the 
Father. 


& 


BUT we may conſider this Joy,as applied to 


Angels, and ſo it ſignifies the Adoration, and 


Glory they aſcribe to GOD, for what is the 
done to the Saints; They are always ready, 
in a way of Triumph, to ſound forth the 1 
Praiſe of the Glory of GOD, when ever they 
ſee any Diſcoveries thereof, or Occaſion is 
given them to celebrate his Name. We 1 
find them very ready to joyn with Man | 
in Aſcribing Power, Riches, Wiſdom, | 
Strength, Honour, Glory, and Bleſſing to 


the Lamb vpon a Throne, Rev. 5. 11, 12. 


WHEN David thought his own Tongue, ; 
or Heart was not ſufficient to Bleſs and Praiſe 
GOD, for his Forgiving and Redeeming Le ; 


for his Mercy which was from Everlaſting : 


calls in the Aſſiſtance of the Angels, that — 

cel in Strength, that they may joyn with him 
in this Work, Pſal. 103. 20. We find that in 
the Morning of Time, When the Corner Stone 


of this, Earth-was laid; the Morning Stars ſang 


Together : And all the "Sons of God did ; 
for Joy. Job 38. 6, 7. So when CHRIST 
came in the Fleſh 3 his Appearance was pro- 
claimed by an Hoſt of Angels, aſcribing |. 


Glory to GOD in the Higheſt, and admiring |} 
His Good Will expreſs'd to Men, Luke 2, 14. 
And when he ſhall come again a Second 


Time, it ſhall be Ia the Glory of bis Hoh) 


Angels, 


89 
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Angels, Luke 9. 26. See how the Apoſtle deſ- 
cribes this, 1 Tbeſ. 4. 16. The Lord Himſelf 
ſhall: deſcend from Heaven, with a Shout, with 
the Voice of the Arcbangel, and with the Trump 
1 Thus the Angels may truly be 
id to Rejoyce in this Appearance of the 
Glory of GOD. 5 
Bu they who are in an Eſpecial Manner 
the Subjects, as well as the Occaſion, of the 
jñoy of that Day, are the Saints; they ſhall 
be preſented with Exceeding Joy, that is, they 
ſhall then be tranſported with Exceeding Joy ; 
it ſnall be their Day of Triumph. (a) Abraham 
rejoyced, when looking through' many Ages, 

He ſaw the Day of Chriſt ; He was glad 
when he ſaw the Goſpel-Day, tho' at fo 
great a Diſtance. And 'twas the continnal 
ſe Language of the Jewiſßh Church, that CHRIST 
©, would (b) Haſten his Coming; That the Day 
Je may break, and the Shadows flee away. And 
*. the Goſpel Church, ſince his Aſcenſion into 
mY Heaven, is now breathing forth this Requeſt, 
in (e) Come, Lord Jeſus, Come quickly, Come, 
"me and put a Final Period to theſe Days of Sor- . 
row, and Abſence ; Let Sin, and Miſery, and 
% every thing that oppoſes thy Glory, and the 
$ Happineſs of thy People be baniſt'd as far 
as Hell. Come and Revive thy Declining, 
ns} Fainting, and almoſt Expiring Intereſt, and 
Do. S$£.-. =o 


14. | — — — — — 5 — 
nd | (4) John 8. 56. (b) Cant. 8. 14, & 2. 17, 
Joly (e) Rev. 22. 20. et 
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Receivethy People to thy ſelf; ſorely when this 
is done, twill be with Exceeding Joy. We read 
in Zech. 4. J. that when the Head-ſftone of the 
Temple, which was but a Type of this Glory, 
was to be laid; It was brought forth meth ſbont- 
ings, and that they ſhould Cry Grace, Grace 
unto it, Thus when the Top- ſtone of a Be- 
liever's Happineſs is laid in Glory, there will 
be an Univerſal Shout, every One proclaim- 
ing, and admiring that Grace, that long be- 
fore, laid the Foundation Stone, and ſhall 
then have finiſhed the Work of their Salya- 
\ tion. If there be ſuch a thing as Joy in 

= This World, how much more, abundant ſhall 
* it be in The Other, If the Saints rejoyce, 
when (d) They are Partakers of the Sufferings 
of Chriſt. (e) When counted worthy to ſaffer 
hame for bis Name. () Taking joy fully the 

Spoilins of their Goods, knowing that they have 
in Heaven a better and more enduring Subſtance. 

g Connting it all Joy when Grace is tried, 
-and Patience takes Occaſion to ſhow it ſelf, 

Under divers Temptations. How much more will 

they Rejoyce, when after they have been 

tempted, and ſuffer'd a while, they are Made 
er fed. If there be Joyannexed to (h) Beheving, 

65 Hoping, (k) Finiſbing our Courſe, in this 

World: How much more ſhall there be Exceed- 

ing Joy in receiving a Crown of Glery when pre- 

: | ente 


: (4) 1 Pet. * 13. (e) Adts 5. 41. (J) Heb. 10 34. 
(g) Jam. 1. 2, 3. (0 Rom. 15. 13. 1 Pet. 1. 8. 
i) Rom. 5. 2. & 12. 12. (I) Akts 20. 24. ; 
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ſented before GOD, in the Next. Does 
not the Hutbandman rejoyce, in the Day of 
(1) Harveſt ? Or the Conqueror, When return- 
ing home with YiGory? Will not he who 
has been (n) Aided, Toſſed with Tempeſt 
and not comforted, often ready to fink, and 
be ſwallowed up by the Boyſterous Waves, 
Rejoyce, when arrived to his Deſired Haven? 
Conſider further, ls there not Matter of Joy 
when all the Springs of Sorrow are drie 
up, and that which once cauſed Fear re- 
moved; when all Clouds are diſperſed, and 


tte Dark, Stormy Day of Life, is not only 


concluded; but the Soul has attain'd the very 
End of Living, the End of Faith, and Hope; 


when aſlociatred with an Innmuerable Com- 


pany of Angels, received into that General 
Aſſembly, and Church of the Firſt-Born,which 
is Triumphing in Heaven, with the Spirits 
of Juſt Men made perfect, and that can ſtand 
before GOD the Judge of All, without being 
conſum'd at his Appearance. Shall not the 
Soul Rejoyce, when deliver'd from thoſe 
Burdens it has ſo long groaned under, when 
there is no longer a Body of Sin and Death, 
no more Spiritual Enemies to conflict with, 
nor puzling Difficulties to ſurmount; yea, 
when Death, the King of Terrors, is ſwal- 
lowed up in Victory. In ſhort, if there be 
any Sweetneſs in the Accompliſhment ef the 
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Promiſes, jt any thing delirable in thoſe Man- 
ſions of Glory prepared for Believers, if Reſt 

be 1 the Weary, or if there be 
any thing. adyancing,,.or fatisfying in the 
1 of 8005 Wee the” Bleſſings 
of an Happy Eternity; then the Soul that 
is. preſented Faulk, before the Preſence. 
of the Divine Glory, ſhall have exceeding 
Joy. Which leads us to the Third General 
REES... Bu „ 
3. WE are to Conſider the Perſon by whom 
the Saints are preſented ;| together with the Glory 
that redounds to GOD, and the \Unſpeakable 
Comfort and Advantage that Believers reap 
——.:.. FN 
1. THE Perſon that preſerves his People 
from Falling, and preſents them before GOD, 
is the Lord Jeſus, He alone can do it; 'tis 
well for us that we are not committed: to 
our own Care, or that the Management of 
the Concerns of our Souls is not put into the 
Hands of a meer Creature; but of CHRIST 
himſelf. The Conſideration of the Perſon, to 
whom this great Work and Truſt is commit. { 
ted, will ſyfficiently..prove his Ability, Fit- 
neſs, and Willingneſs to diſcharge it. Here- 
by we may ſee the Foundation of our Hope, 
that being; intereſted in him, we ſhall be 
kept from Falling, and preſented by bim, 
to the Father. The Apoſtle aſcribes Glory, 
| Majeſty, Dominion, ana Power to him. Here 
„„ | 15 


Engaged 


" Preſented Fault. 
is that Soverai rx and Lordſhip, which. - 


has, as Heir of all things, and that Power; 
by "which he brings. about bis Work. Which 
he has engaged to diſcharge, and the Reyę- 
nue of Glory due to him bereupon. And that 
it might appear, that theſe are not empty 


- Titles, but have a real Foundation in his 


Perſon, we have an Account that he is GOD 
no Perſon leſs than GOD, has a right to what is 
here aſcribed to him. And becauſe the Exiſtence 
of GOD, abſtratly conſider'd from his Will 


to ſave, does not neceſſarily infer the Salva- 


tion of a Creature ; therefore he makes men- 
tion of him as Our "Saviour, one who has en- 
ter*d into this Relation, and took the Work 
ot Salvation upon himſelf, Aud becauſe it 
equires Wiſdom, to diſcover the Mind. of 
D to us, and to cauſe all Things to work 
8 for our Good, he ſtiles him Abe 
only Wiſe GOD. All theſe Things we might 
wel diſtinQly conſider'd, and ſhow'd that no 
leſs a Perſon than this, could be our Preſer- 
yer, or preſent us Faultleſs, it being a Work 
too great for a Creature. But we ſhall briefly 
conſider, CHRIST as the only Perſon Fit to 
take upon him the Management of this Teuſt 
in Four Particulars. 
5 og this Work or Truſt muſt be 
in by Treaty, twas neceſſary that _ 
o undertook it, ſhould be 4 Perſon Fit. to 


Treat with GOD the Father. Now it was 
expedient, that this Treaty ſhould be from 


Eter- 


% 
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Eternity. For had it been in time, then the 
Work of Creation could not have been in 
purſuance hereof, it could not have been ſaid, 
that therefore GOD made all things, becauſe 
he had enter'd into a Covenant to manifeſt 
his Glory to his Creatures, and when by his 
Permiſſion, Man was fall'n, to recover ſuch 
as were before Time, put into the Hands 
of a Truſtee ; 1 ſay this could not be with- 
out ſuppoſing an Eternal Contract. 
FURTHER, if this Contract, or Covenant 
of Peace had been of ſo late a Date as Time, 
there could not have been an Eternal Under- 
taking, or Eternal Promiſes, How could 
we underſtand that of the Apoſtle, Titus . 
1. 2. where he ſpeaks concerning GOD's 
having Promiſed Eternal Life before the World 
began? How could there have been Eternal 
Promiſes, if there had been no Eternal Trea- 
ty; many other Abſurdities would follow 
from the Denial hereof. Now then ſince 
there was an Eternal Treaty, 'twas neceſſary 
that the Perſon, whom the Father treated 
with, ſhould have an Eternal Exiſtence. GOD 
indeed might have purpoſed to ſave a Crea- 
ture before he gave Being to it ; but he conld 
not have treated about the Salvation of this 
Creature, but with ſuch a One who was actu- 
ally in Being. Now that CHRIST was from 
Eternity is plain, in that it is ſaid Col. 1. 16. 
By Him all things were Created; therefore he 


was before Time. This may moreover be 
| argued, 
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argued, from what we have in Prov. 8. 

23, to 30. He was ſet up from Everlaſting, 
from the Beginning, or ever the Earth was. 
| ben there were no Depths, nor Fountains abound- 
ing with Water, nor Mountains ſettled ; The 
Earth not made, nor the Heavens prepared, 

nor a Compaſs ſet upon the Face of the Depth, 

then was be, by GOD, as one brought up with bim. 

So in John 1. 1. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with GOD, &c. 

(i. e.) He Was, when all Things began to 

Be; which he proves ver. 3. in that They 

were made by bim. By which it plainly ap- 
pears, that he ſpeaks of the Beginning of a 
Time and Things, and not of the Goſpel; 1 

and then by the Word he does not mean an 
Attribute, but a Divine Perſon; for ver. 14. 

the ſame Word is ſaid to be Made Fleſh, and 

dwell among us ; Which can be applied to no- 
thing but a Perſon, a Thing is faid to 
exiſt ; but it cannot be ſaid to dwell. Thus 

tis evident, that CHRIST was from Eter- 
nity, and therefore fit to be a Party concern'd, 

in an Eternal Treaty. 
BUT 'tis further to be conſider'd, that 
the Perſon treated with muſt be GOD's 
Equal; which may alſo be faid concerning 
CHRIST, as inferr'd from the Eternity 5 
his Exiſtence : He tould not have been Co- 
eternal with the Father, had he not been 
Co- equal; GOD calls him in Zecb. 13. 7. 
The Man vbat is, His Fellow; and the Apoſtle 


ſays 
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ſays concerning him, Phil. 2. 6. He thought 
it no robbery to be Equal with GOD. When 
he aſſum'd to himſelf the Honour due to 
GOD's Equal, he had not reaſon to think 
himſelf guilty of Robbing GOD of Glory; 
He did not aſpire after that which he had 
no Right to; for he was Equal with GOD, 
. being in the Form of GOD. Now bad he 
not been ſo, *twould have been a Diſhonour 
for GOD, to enter into ſuch a Treaty with 
him, in which both Parties muſt engage freely, 
without Compulſion, or Pre- obligation; here- 
in, one muſt not have Power over the other; 
and the Conſent - of each to the Terms of 
this Eternal Covenant muſt not be by Force, 
or as an Act of Duty, or Subjection; but an 
Act of free Choice. Therefore twas neceſſary 
that there ſhould be an Equal Soveraignty, 
in both Perſons engaged in this Treaty, which 
may truly be ſaid of the Father and Son; and 
therefore CHRIST is fit to enter into this 
Eternal Treaty, and therein to undertake 
this Great Truſt, which he manages for 
his People. 1 

2. HE to whom ſo great a Truſt is committed, 
dag bi to be One than cannot fail, or be Un- 
faithful in the Diſcharge thereof. When an 
Affair of ſo great Importance was to be tran- 
ſacted, *rwas not convenient that there ſhould 
be the leaſt Ground of Doubt, whether or 
no the Perſon is able to bring it about. It 
ought not to be a Matter of Uncertainty, 

| whether 


ogy 
whether GOD ſhould have his Fleet Ones 
preſented to him or no; Here was the 
cution of the whole Cbußſel of his Will, 
all the Diſplays of Grace, and Mercy thar 
ever he would manifeſt” and all the Glory 
thereof that ever he would receive, to He 
committed to the Management of ene Pet- 
ſon, ſtanding in the enn r of a Media- 
tor and — ſo that if $- Perſon fail, 
or miſcarry in his Work, here is not- only 
a People, everlaſtingly .beloyed, loſt: Bat 
( which is infinitely more) the Divine WHll 
fruſtrate, andthe Revenue "of Glory expected, 
not brought. in to him; ĩt muſt therefore 
conſider d, whether the Perſon to whomEbis 
Truſt is committed: be Infidite in Power, Ad 
Faithfulaeſs'; which can be ſaid of none 
Him, to whom The Apoſtle, in the W 
following the Text, aſcribes Glory, and tb 
is CHRIST. Adam indeed ( tho? not a' ME. 
diator or Surety) was a Truſtee for All — 
kind, who had a Stock of Original Righ 
ouſueſs to improve for them; tho? he 115 ; 
ſelf was no more than a Creature, and there- 
fore *rwas poſſible that he ſhould fall, and 
loſe what he was entruſted” with, as the 
Event ſufficiently proved, But in this, GOD 
could not ſuffer any Diſappointment, nor his 
Glory be hereby diſpoiled ; for the Fall of 
the Firſt Adam was not only permitted ta 
Time, but-decreed from Eternity, and or- 
derd, as a neceſſary Antecedear, a8 well as 


an 
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an Occalion, for the Gloritying of His Grace; 
and therefore whatſoever Honour he loſt 
thereby, was regain'd with infinite Advan- 
tage. But if Man, as put into the Hands of 
35 S:cond Adam, be loſt; there would be a 
Greater Diſnonour brought to the Divine 
Name, then ever could be repaired. And then 
how could GOD ſay to a Creature, that all his 
Glory ſnould be ſuſpended on him? Or that 
e would truſt him with his own Honour, 
as well as with his People? Therefore He in 
whom this Truſt is repoſed, muſt be more 
than a Creature (tho' in his beſt State of 
lagocency ) ſuch an One is CHRIST. - 
3. He bas whatſoever is needful, to qualifie 
bim to diſcharge ſo great a Work, which be was 
fiene to manage, In one Nature, not too 


High to Suffer: In the other, not too Low to 
erit. As Man appearing in the Form of a 

Servant, diſpoſed to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, 

to humble himſelf unto Death; As GOD, 

he was able to bear up under his Sufferings, 

to raiſe himſelf from the Grave, and to add 

an lufinite Value to every Act of Obedience 

performed, that hereby he might have ſome+- 

thing of Worth, to plead before GOD, in | 

the behalf of his People. -— 
AND thea here's a Fitneſs, in regard of 


his being the Second Perſon in the Bleſſed 
Trinity, to whom it is peculiar to be Sent, 
and to Send. GOD the Father cannot ſave, 
as a Perſon Sent; ner the Holy Ghoſt, as 
a 


and Pꝛeſented Faultleſs. $9 
a Perſon Sending. Now CHRIST is Sent by 
the Father to redeem, and Sends his Spirit 
to apply what he has purchaſed : Thus we 
have frequent mention made in Scripture of . 
the () Father's Sending Chriſt, and ſometimes 
of (o) Chriſt's Sending the Spirit the Cumfor- 
ter, now it is neceſſary that the Saviour of 
Mak ſhould be the Gift of GOD as Sent, and 
the Giver of all Good, and that more eſpe- 
cially, as the Perſon Sending the Spirit; both 
of theſe cannot be ſaid of any other Perſon, 
but the Second without inverting the Order 
of 1 of the Perſons in the God- 

AND then, Who is ſo fit to be the Head 
of GOD's Adopted Sons; as his Only Be- 
gotten Son ? Or to be entruſted with all, that 
GOD has delign'd to beſtow on the Heirs 
of Salvation; as He who is by Nature the 
Poſſeſſor, and by the Father's Will, (p) A- 
pointed Heir of all things? Who is ſo fit to make 
known the Mind of GOD, as He who was from 
Eternity (q) In the Boſom of the Fat ber, His 
Co-eſſential (r) Word? Or to make us Wiſe to 
Salvation, as he who is the (s) Wiſdom of 
GOD ? Sa 

4. THIS Perſon whoſe Work it is to keey 
bis People from Falling, &c. is Fit to be the 


0b- 


— (u) John z. 36. & 12. 49. & 20. 21. 1 John 4. 14. 
(0) John 15. 26. & 16. 7. (p) Heb. 1. 2. (q) John 1. 18. 


Ws REY. 19. 13. (3) Prov. 8. 1. Luke 11. 49. 1 Cor. 
1. 24. 


— ——K 


E * ' Bol [Side from "Fatt, 


Oj jelt of Faith, and Divine Adoration, He who | 
Ty entröſted with all things for us, ought to be 
entitely Depended on, and Adored by us; to 
abridge him of this Prerogative, "would be 
a Refleftion caſt on his Crown and Digaity, 
50 9 5 of Saints. Now no Creature is the 
| Object brot our Truſt in the Concerns of Sal- 
the Prophet in the Name of the 
15 denounces them (f) Accu [4tha truſt 
Man, or make Fleſh, their Arm, This may 
be applied to all, other Creatures as well as 
Man; Nothing leſs than an All ſuffcient Be- 
ing muſt” be aid 60 or Truſted by us for 
All. Things. And then as for Adoration, 
no Gresture f is worthy to receive it; for it is 
ad Alibi a Divine Excellency, and Vir - 
tue to another, an Acknowledging that ſome- 
thing is done by him, that is expreſſive 
the Greatneſs, and deſerves the Glory, due 
to G00 hiaſelf. , This is an Honour too 
Great for any Finite Being, yea, tis ſo appro- 
priate to GOD, that it cannot be tranterr'd 
to a Creature; none can have a Right to 
alſume it by Warrant from him, as he can- 
not give His Glory to another : Bur CHRIS T 
7 has a Right to this as GOD, as we may ſafe- 
Iy depend on him for All the Bleſſings we 
hope to receive, and commit our ſelves to 
him, to be kept by him from all Threat- 
ning, or Diſquieting Evils; So He is worthy 
. to 
FP Far vs CT TOON 


(t) Jer. 17. 5 


to be Ador'd by us, for what He is to, and 
has done for us, that beſpeaks our Eſteem 
and Praiſe. Thus we have conſider'd the 


Perſon who keeps from Falling, &c. Which 
| leads us to ſhew, 
2. HOW this Redounds to the Glory of 
GOD. We have already conſider'd, that 
| GOD will appear in his Glory, before the 
* B& Preſence whereof the Saints ſhall be preſented 
and are now to ſhew, How this contributes 
to the further ſetting forth his Glory. The 
Apoſtle in the Text, together with the fol- 
, lowing Words, aſcribes Glory to him, upon 
, the Account of what he will do for his 
S IB People; it is faid in 2 Tbeſ. 1. 10, that He 
Hall come, to be glorified in bis Saints, and ad- 
mired in all them that believe. There are ſe- 
) veral Things in which the Divine Glory 


K will appear; (viz) _ e 
0 IN that, when the Saints are Preſented 
before GOD, there is a full Accompliſhmenrt of 
d what was purpoſed, from Eternity, to be done 
o for thems; he then deſign'd to bring many Sons 


to Glory, and now they are brought there. 
Nothing redounds more to the Glory of a 
Soveraign, than that his Deſigns are brought 
ve about, and his Pleaſure execute. 
to AND then the Honour of GOD. is ſeen 
t- in the Saints being Preſented to him, in 
1y that there is a People, brought before him, in 
LO whom he may Eternally diſplay his Glory. 
— Ia this lower World, the Glory of GOD 
2 E ſhines 


\ 
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ſhines (as it were) through a Cloud; there 
is a Vail caſt over it. The Light ſhineth 
in Darkneſs, God ſpeaks to a People natu- 
rally Dull of Hearing, as the Apoſtle. ſays 
to the Hebrews, Chap. 5. 11, 12. On which 
Account, he had Many Things to. ſay, Hard to 
be uttered (i. e.) So, as to be underſtood 
by them, for they were, as it were, Chil- 
dren in Knowledge, and therefore he tells 
them, - That they had need that one ſhould 
teach them, what be the firſk Principles of 
the Oracles of GOD. And he tells the 
Church at Corsnth,. 1 Cor. 3. 2. that there 
were ſome. Glorious Goſpel Myſteries to be 
deliver'd that they were not then Able to 
bear, and therefore he had hitherto, Fed them 
with Milk, and not with Strong Meat. *T was 


for this Reaſon, that the Glory of the Gol» # 


pel (which was for many Ages, overſha- | 
dow'd by the Types and Figures, under the 
Ceremonial Law) did not appear ſo Illuſtri. 
ons, as now it does; his People were not 
then able to bear the Noon-Day-Brightneſs, 
and therefore the Diſcoveries of the Glorỹ 
of GOD were ſuited to the Weak Capaci- | 
ties of them to whom they were made known. 
The Blind Eye cannot conceive of the Beau- 
ty of ge The Sun, tho? ſo: Reſplen-⸗ 
dent, and Glorious a Body, is not admir'd 


where *tis not ſeen; Thus the Reaſon why 
GOD. has ſo little Glory in this World is, 
becauſe the Believer is not a Subject, ae” 
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of receiving the Full, Immediate Irradiations 
thereof : But when this. People ſhall be pre- 
ſented to him in the End, they ſhall be fo 
changed, that He may manifeſt himſelf more 
clearly to them; which ſhall redound to his 
own Honour. 3 
AND then his Glory, as a Soveraign, 
will be more advanced; when his Govern- 
ing Authority is not in the leaſt controul'd, 


or his Right to his Subjects queſtion'd ; when 


his People are 1 Obedient, and Eu- 
tirely Devoted to his Service. | 

WE might ſhew how this redonnds to the 
Glory of GOD, in that the. Soul ſhall then 
ſee all that Glory, which now ſeems to be 
hid in the Womb of Providence. At preſent 
his Paths are in Deep Waters, and his Foot- 
ſteps not known : But that which is not 
known now, ſhall be manifeſt hereafter. 
As the Soul By Faith, can ſee the Glory of 
GOD in the Works of Nature, How the Worlds 


were framed by bis Word, (Heb. 12. 3.) with 


greater Clearneſs and Improvement, with 
a more Spiritual Diſcerning, and can therein 
ſee more of the Divine Glory, than the Eye 
of Reaſon can behold : So by the Immedi- 
ate Viſion of GOD, the Tranſcendent Glory 
of Goſpel Grace, ſhall be ſeen more perfectly 
than it could before be beheld by Faith it 
ſelf. We might further ſhew, how GOD 


is herein Glorified; in that the Soul's being 


preſented to him is a Teſtimonial, that all 
| K 2 Ene- 
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Enemies are overcome. His Power will appear 
Victorious in the Trophies of Victory, and 
Monuments of his Praiſe, that it ſhall then 
have erected, which ſhall abide as long as 


| Heaven endures. It ſhall hence appear, that 


GOD is no Loſer of Glory, by all the Coſt 
and Daily Expences of Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy, Which have continually followed them, 
of Patience and Forbearance, whereby he has 
waited to be Gracious :- For Eternity ſhall 


be employ'd in Celebrating his Praiſe, for 


what was done for, and wrought in them, 
during the few Moments of Time ; which 
tho' long enough for GOD to diſpatch his 
Work of Grace in: Vet, Alas! too ſhort 
for the Soul to aſcribe to Bim the Glory 
thereof. How will every Saint admire, that 
GOD ſhould do ſo much for him, beſtow 
ſo much upon him, ſhould - preſerve One 
ſo unworthy of his Care, that Grace when 
wrought, ſhould be maintain'd in the midſt 
of Corruption, like a Spark of Fire in a Sea 
of Water; and all this meerly the Reſult of 
his own Soveraign Pleaſure; when there was 
nothing out of himſelf, that might move him 
to Pity, or Save, he ſhovld- qo. it - Freely, 
Here's ſufficient Matter of Praiſe, that will 
for ever be aſcribed, when the Saints ſhall 


be brovght into his . Preſence ; this will re- 


dound to the Glory of GOD. vs 
3. What is that Comfort and Advantage, a 
Believer may reap from bence, We ſhave. ſhew'd ' 
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— He ſhall be Preſented with Exceed- 
Joy: But we may further conſider, 


that CHRIST's being able to do this for him, 


affords Matter of Great Encouragement to 
him in this Life. Tis the moſt refreſhing Cor- 
dial to ſupport his Fainting Spirits, when he 
ſees Sin abounding, Conſcience reproving, and 
finding Innumerable Faults in the beſt he can 
do; to Conſider, at the ſame time, that he 
ſhall be preſented Faultleſs before GOD here- 
after. There are many Seaſons of Trouble, 
wherein the Soul needs ſomewhat to Bear it 
up under its Preſſures; Holy Devi ſays, 
Pſal. 27. 13. He had fainted, unleſs he bad 
believed to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord in the 
Land of the Living. Faith gives the $oul a 
View of the Divine Goodneſs, it ſhews him 
how Able and Willing CHRIST is to fave 
him, how he is a preſent Help in Trouble ; 
and that revives, and comforts. him, when 
brought very low. So in Pſal. 94. 19. In 
the multitude of my Thoughts within me, thy, 
Comforts delight 12 Sou}, Our Thoughts are 
ſometimes very oltuous and Diſquieting, 
at other Times Want and Deſponding; 
Here's a multitude of them,like the Waves, one 
following upon another in a conſtant Courſe ; 

What then, Is the Soul Loſt ? Does Faith ſuffer. 
Teypets? in the midſt of theſe Storms and 


Tempeſts? No, Here are Comforts that de- 
light the Soul, Now what greater Comfort 
can the Soul lay hold on, than that which. 
Sx we 
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He may ſay all theſe are but for a Moment, 
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we have in the Text? 'Twas this that did 


bear up the Apoſtle Paul, under the Great- 
eſt Outward Troubles that he ever met with, 
When he was to appear before Nero. See 
2 Tim. 4. 6, 10, 14, 16, comp. with the 17 & 
18 Verſes, He was Ready to be offered, and 
the Time of his Departure was at band. Vio- 
lence and Death waited for him; he was 
like a Sacrifice bound to the Altar; Tis not 
a {mall Meaſure of Comfort that can ſup- 
_—_ Soul at ſuch a Time. And then One 

ad Forſaken bim, loving this preſent World, 
was afraid to ſuffer the Loſs of this preſent 
World for CHRIST. Another Dots bim 
much Harm, and in Short, None ſtood with 
bim, but all Men forſook bim. He is left alone 
to conflict and ſtruggle, with Enemies and 
Death ; all his Friends afraid to own, and 
ſtand by him in that Perilous Seaſon : Not- 
withſtanding, he ſays, The Lord ſtood with 
me, and ſtrengthened me; that is, by his Power- 
ful Preſence; and there is ſomething that 
Faith lays hold of, for Comfort (viz.) The 
Promiſe, that The Lord will deliver him from 
every evil Work, and preſerve” him to bis Hea- 
wvenly Kingdom; One believing View of this, 
can bring him in more Comfort, than all his 


Friends, by their moſt tender Compaſſion, or 
Affectionate Wiſhes, can do. When Temp- |] 


tations are ſtrongeſt, Afflictions moſt ſharp 
and piercing, outward Supports declining ; 


and 
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and Preſented. Faultleſs. 6G; 
and they ſhall work for me an [Exceeding 
and Eternal Weight of Glory, Suppoſe him 


- caſt on a*Bed of Languiſhing, fill'd with 


Pain and Uneaſineſs; if he can but behold 
CHRIST, as able to keep him from diſho- 
nouring him in Adverſity, and afterwards 
to Crown him with Victory; this will make 
the Night of Trouble ſeem ſhort, when he 
hopes for a Morning, and Day-Spring of 
Everlaſting Joy to follow; Life's Journey that 


is oftentimes made tedious, and unpleaſant 


with Toil and Sorrow, will hereby be ren- 
der'd delightful, when the Soul can ſee What 
Reſt and Glory twill bring him to. There 
will be no Torment in unſatisfied Deſires, 
when we know that we ſhall enjoy that 
hereafter, which at preſent is Wanting; He 
can wait for the Salvation of GOD, if ſo be 
he may but in the End be Preſented Fault- 
leſs before him; I ſhall be ſatisfied ( ſays the 
Pſalmiſt) when I awake in thy Likeneſs, Pſalm 
17. alt, If he never meets with full Satis- 
faction 'till then, tis enough, if at laſt, he . 
may be brought into the Preſence of GOD 
in Glory ; This blunts the Edge of the ſharp- 
eſt Sorrows, bears him up under the Heavi- 
eſt Burdens, takes away the Bitterneſs of 
Death it ſelf, and brings a full Tide of Com- 
fort into the Soul ; when a Believer has ar- 
rivd toa full Aſſurance hereof, when he can 
conclude that he is under the Care, and com- 
mitted to the Truſt and Conduct of CHRIST; 

E 4 when 
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when he can ſay, upon good Grounds, that he 
is one. of thoſe who ſhall be brought with Joy 


and Triumph into the Preſence of GOD; 


this would make Earth to be, as it were, 

the very Suburbs of Heaven, *twould carry 
him above the Aſſaults of Fear, and make 
Afflictions eaſie. This is the Man that can 
go down to the Grave in Peace, he ſees no- 
thing diſconſolating in the Chambers of 
Darkneſs, nothing affrighting in the King 
of Terrors; tis no diſpleaſing thing to him 
to be Diſſolved, that he may be with CHRIST, 


or to paſs through the Valley of the Shadow 


of Death to Eternal Life. 

| THUS a Believer may derive abundant 
Sweetneſs from what CHRIST is able, and 
has undertook to do for him, from the Se- 
curity he now has, as being kept by him, 
and the Fore-thoughts of that Exceeding Joy 

he ſhall be filled with, when preſented be- 
fore GOD in Glory. There are ſeveral In- 
ferences may be raiſed by Way of Applica- 
_ ] | 


1. NOTHING can tend to the Ruine or 
Eternal Deſtruction of him, who bas an In- 
tereſt of CHRIST. Such an One is continu- 
ally under his ſafe Protection, Who is able 
to keep him; tis ſaid of him who walketh 
righteouſly, Iſa. 33. 16. that His Place of De- 
feme ſhall be the Munition of Rocks, In his 


Days Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely, ſays the Pro- 


phet, 
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phet, Jer, 23. 6. The Saints are indeed, in 
this World, like David ſojourning in Mieſech, 
dwelling in the Tents of Xedar. If Inward 
Griefs, or Outward Calamities, could ſhake 
his Confidence, cwould ſoon be moved. He 
might be ſaid to ſtand in Slippery Places, 
and Salvation would be a Matter of Great 
Uncertaiaty ; if he ſhould fall from Grace, 
and become a Caſtaway, as often as he falls 
into Sin. Rom. 8. 33, ad fin. The Apoſtle enu- 
merates many things, which ſome may ſup- 
poſe to be the Fore-runners of Ruine; Firſt 
he calls for all the Charges or Accuſations, that 
may be brought in againſt GOD's Ele&, and 
anſwers them with theſe Conſiderations ; that 
'Tis GOD that juſtifieth, CHRIST that dyed 
roſe again, and makes Interceſſion for them. And 
then he ſuppoſes them in the moſt difficult 
Circumſtances, in Tribulation, Diſtreſs, Perſe- 
cation, Famine, Nakedneſs, Peril or Sword, Killed 
all the Day, Counted as Sheep for the Slaug b- 
ter; yet all theſe cannot deſtroy them. And 
at laſt he concludes, that Neither Death, nor 
| Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, 
nor Things Preſent, nor Things to Come, nor 
Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of 
GOD. There is nothing in Life worth en- 
joying, at the Loſs of the Divine Favour ; 
nothing ſo Terrible in Death as to make us 
unwilling to paſs through it, in our Way to 
the Heavenly Glory; and tho' we ſeem ne- 
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70 Saints Rept krom Falling, 
glected in the Grave, buried in Silence, like 
thoſe whom GOD remembers no more: 
Yet this ſhall not ſeparate from, but bring us 
ſafely to him. As for the Force of Oppoſi- 
tion we meet with, whilſt wreſtling with 
Prencipalities and Powers, or ſabje& to the 


Rage or hurtful Deſigns of any Creature, 


this will not do it; that which affects the 
Body cannot reach the Soul, or deſtroy that 


Grace which is ſeated there. The Height 


of Honour, or Secular Greatneſs cannot 


_ tempt us to think we have no Need of GOD; 
nor will the Depth of Miſery, into which we 
are plunged bring us ſo low, as that we 


ſhall hereby, be beneath his Care ; ſo that 
he concludes, that nothing can ſeparate 
the Saints from the Love of GOD: 
That which indeed ſeems to be a Wall of 


Separation between GOD and the Soul, is Sin; 
as1n 1/a. 3 9. 2. Tour Iniquities have ſeparated be- 


tween you and your GOD, and your Sms have hid 
bis Face from you. Sin is, indeed, an Alie- 
nation of Affection from GOD; a Depar- 


ture from him. It caſts a Miſt upon the 
Soul, that it cannot behold his Glory: But 


it cannot cloud or darken the Glory of So- 
veraign Grace ; tis a Contempt of the Mercy 


of GOD but it cannot leſſen, nor ſtop the 


powerful Approaches thereof, in healing and 


raiſing the Soul; 'tis a Forfeiture of the Love 
of GOD, and deſerves Eternal Ruine; which 


may 
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may bring the Poor Creature, boweddown with 
Sorrow, and Shame, to the Grave; awaken 
Conſcience, and make him a Terror to himſelf ; 
yea, It may make him queſtion his Intereſt in 
CHRIST, and ſuppoſe that the Almighty 
has writ bitter Things againſt him, and holds 
him for an Enemy : But, at the ſame time, it 
cannot move GOD to change his Thovghts 
of Love, or utterly to forſake this Poor, 
Humbled, Selt-condemned Sinner. will 
remember the Soul in its Diſtreſs, nd, abun- 
dantly Pardon; and in his own Time, and 
Way, ſave from expected Ruine, and tho 
He is Guilty, and deſerves to ſuffer the 
Hotteſt Flames of Divine Fury; yet if a Be- 
liever in CHRIST, he ſhall be kept by him, 
and preſented: Faultleſs. 

2, WE ought to conceive of Sin, as that 
which renders us very unlike what we hope to be 
hereafter ;, or what others are, who are preſeated 
Faultleſs before GOD. Let the Unconverted 
Sinner think how Unmeet he is for Heaven, 
into which no Unclean Thing can enter. 
May 1 fay to ſuch an One; How unlike art 
thou to the Spotleſs Society above? Art thou 
content never to be admitted there ? Is thy 
Guilt ſo light? Are thy Crimes ſo ſmall, as that 
thou ſeeſt no need of their being removed? Or, 
if thou preſumeſt to hope for Heaven, wheat 
is now thy Confidence? Canſt thou find any 
one there like thy ſelf ? Is that a Place for Ob- 


ſtinacy 
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ſtinacy, and Rebellion, Hardneſs of Heart, and 
Carnal Security? Is there any Pride, or Con- 
tempt of God, to be found there? Art thou 
fit to be ſet before the Preſence of a Righte- 
. ous and Holy GOD? What canſt thou fay 

for thy ſelf, when Juſtice and Conſcience 
find Fault with thee, when many hainous 
Offences, which thon canſt not deny, are laid 
to thy Charge? Canſt thou plead the Righ- 
teouſneſs of an Unknown Jeſus, of take Com- 
fort from the Merits of Him, whom thou haſt 
I, Would'ſt never truſt, or ſubmit thy 
ſelt to, by Faith, whoſe Governing Intereſt 


thou haſt always oppoſed ? Or canſt thou - 


reaſonably ſuppoſe, that when others are ſa- 
ved, as being found Faultleſs, thou ſhall be 
the only Perſon excepted, as ſaved another 
way ? Or ſhalt thou be received to Glory, 
while the Frame, and Diſpoſition of thy Soul 
is directly oppoſite to that of the Heavenly 
Inhabitants ? Thus here is an awakening-Con- 
ſideration for the Unregenerate. And as for 
the Believer, ought it not to excite [him to 
preſs forward after what he hopes at laſt, to 
attain, and to humble him under a Senſe of 
What now he is? Say, to thy ſelf, O Soul, when 
Diſtruſting, or Declining in Grace, when 
thy Affections are too Earthly, thy Thoughts 
too converſant about the Things of Senſe, 


O my Soul! Is this a Frame becoming my« 


*Hopes of being found Faultleſs ? What _ 
e dure 


ſuitable Returns 0 
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© have I that CHRIST would plead my Cauſe, 
© anſwer for my Offences, remove my Guilt, 
and keep me from Falling : ; and Oh! How 
© happy ſhall I be, when perfectly freed from 
© every thing, that may have a tendency to 


* provoke GOD, and which gives me Occa- 


© tion to blame and reprove my ſelf. Thus 
a Believer may make good Uſe of this, by 
conſidering how unlike he is, to what he 


hopes to be foun » when preſented before 
GOD. | 


3. much is done for every Saint in 
Order to the bringing him to Glory. This is a 
Work that requires the Power of CHRIST 
himſelf ; He is Able, which ſeems to be Ex- 
cluſive of all Others; and then it is a Work, 
in which he exerts the Greatneſs of his Power. 
Therefore when GOD the Father committed 
it to him, he is ſaid to Have laid Help upon 


| One that is Mighty, Pſal. 8g. 19. When he 


had Purchaſed his People with his own Blood, 


and Began a Good Work in them by his Spi- 


rit ; He has. not done all for them that he 
undertook to do ; he muſt carry on his own 
Work, many Graces and Comforts are to be 
Applied, ViRories to be obtain'd, Troubles 
and Dangers to be deliver'd from, till the 
whole Work of Grace is finiſhed ; ſo that 
there is much done for Souls, in Order to the 
bringing them to Glory. And it will hence 
follow, as we might add, that there are 
wn Love, and Praife 

? ex- 
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expected; they for whom ſa much Power is 
exerted, have laſting Obligations laid on them 
to Thankfulnels X 

4. IT is of very great Concern, and abſolutely 
Neceſſary, in Order to our Safety, for us to be 
under the Care of CHRIST. Little doth that 

Proud and Obſtinate Creature, that would 
not be under the Dominion, and values not 
the Protection of the Almighty ; that ſays, 
Who is Lord over me, conſider what it is 
that he flights. Is it ſo great a Diſhonour 
to be under the Care of ſuch a One? Art 
thou unſafe or miſlead, whilſt under his 
Conduct ? Is it thine Unhappineſs, for 
him to ſtand thy Friend, and be thy Safe- 
guard in Trouble ? What prodigious Folly 
are the Generality of Men guilty of, while | 
thinking it a Matter of Indifferenxy, whether 
CHRIST have any thing -to do with them 
or no? David had other Thoughts of this, 
when from that One Conſideration, that 
(u) The Lord was his - Shepberd, He draws 
many Comfortable Concluſions (viz.) that 
He ſhall not want, that he ſhall be led in 
Pleaſant Paths, Lye, down in Green Paſtures 
be led beſide the ſtill Waters; Conducted In 
the Paths of Righteouſneſs. When Falling he 
ſhall be reſtor d, When walking through the Valley 
of the Shadow of Deaih, void of Fear, becauſe 
comforted by his Rod and Staff. When .deſti- 


\ | tute 


— 
* 
* 


u) Pſal. 23. throughout, Bs Ee 
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tute . diſtreſſed with Enemies, here is a 
Table prepared for him in tbeir Preſence, bis 
Head anointed with the Oyl of Gladneſs, His 
Cup running over with Plenty. Goodneſs and 
Mercy following him, and an Eternal Habita- 
tion provided in the " Hauſe of GOD for bim. 
This follows on a Soul's being under the Care 
of CHRIST; twas on this Account that the 
Church was 10 deſirous to know (w) Where 
be feedeth, where be maketh bis Flocks to reſt 
at Noon. It could expect Proviſion and Reſt, 

no where elſe, but from him, We have an 
Account of the former Experiences his Peo- 
ple have had hereof, in that 'tis ſaid (x) He 
bare them, and carried them all the Days of 
Old; this is repreſented under the Abe 
of ( ) An Eagle ſtirring up ber Neſt, futte- 
ring over ber Joung, ſpreading abroad ber Wings, 

taking them, bearing them on her Wings; ſo the 
Lord alone did lead them. And ſometimes 'tis 
implied, in that he is ſaid to be (z) A Sun 
and Shield, for Direction and Defence; it may 
be from hence concluded, that He will give 
Grace and Glory, and withhold no goq Thing 
from them. How Miſerable would thif World 
be, was it not committed to his Care? How 
unavoidably would Deſtruction enſue, ſhould 
we be left in the Hands of our Enemies, tho? 
but for a Moment? Now in Order to our 
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being under the Care of CHRIST, *cwas ne- 


ceſlary, that we ſhould firſt be Given or Com- 


mitted to him, by the Father ; this was done 


from Eternity upon his being then conſtituted = 


our Head and Surety. And as to what re- 
ſpects our own Act, we are ſaid, by Faith, to 
Commit our Selves, and all our Concerns te 
him; Herein we acquieſce in, are well-plea · 
ſed with, and as it were, ſet our Seal to 


what GOD before had done; tis our Sub- 


ſcribing to the Authority of GOD, as hav- 
ing a Right to diſpoſe of us as he pleaſes; an 
Approving of the Counſels of Wiſdom, and 
the Proviſions of Goodneſs, in that we are 


put into the Hands of one whom we can ſafe- 


ly truſt, This beraking our ſelves to his 
Care and Conduct, is ſet forth by ſeveral 
Expreſſions, as (a) A Coming to him, (b) A 
Caſting our Care upon him, (c) Flying for Re- 
fuge, to lay bold on the Hope ſet before us. 
And 'tis done, not only in our Firſt Cloſure 


with him: But by continued, repeated Acts 
of Faith; we daily, as is needful, commit our 


ſelves to his Management, and are willing to 
be Kept and Provided for by CHRIST. Two 
Things are implied in this 

(1.) THAT the: Soul is K eee, 
of the many Difficulties through which it is to paſs. 


He that fees there is Danger every Moment 


of Splitting againſt the Rocks, will ſet an 
| | high 


þ (4) John 6, 36. (6) 1 Pet. 3. 7. (e) Heb. 6, 18. f R 
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; high Value on a Skilful Pilot; and our Prone- 
I heſs to Fall will ſhew vs the Neceſſity of be- 
- ing Kept by CHRIST, Let us therefore con- 
1 | ſider; what we are to expect iti our Chriſtian 
4 Courſe and Pilgrimage, in this World. Have 
0 others found it (4) A. Veary Land? Are 
8 we foretold; that (e) We ſball have Tri- 
10 bulation; yea, That we muſt through much Tribu- 
5 lation enter into the Kingdom of GOD ? Have 
* ſome underwent the (7) Fiery Trial, (p) Cruel 
ra | MAMoc kings, Baniſhmient, rity Mater bs the moſt 
n | formenting Deaths, even amongſt thoſe, of 
d whom The World was not worthy. How many 
re are often tempted, buffered,” and it may be, 
>. | become a Ptey to their Enemies, in ſome.par-" 
fs ticular Conflicts, overcome, and for a Seaſon, 
a} | held under their Power? And is it not 
4 often ſeen, that the Saints are under Divine 
Deſertion, crying out, (hb) O that I knew where 


2 I might find him! I go forward, but be is not 
Ne there ;, and backward, but I cannot perceive him; 


as 09 the Left Hand where he doth work, but I can= 
not behold him; be bideth bimſelf on the Right 


5 Hand, that I cannot ſte him? Some have com- 
10 plain*d of the long Continuance of theſe dark 


x Diſpenſations, as Aſaph; (i) Will the Lord. 
caſt off for ever ? Will be be favour able no more? 
Is his Mercy clean gone for ever ? Doth bis Pro- 

aſs. miſe fail for evermore * Hath GOD forgotten 
| F ; 4.14) 


* 
— — 


— 


(d) Ifa. 32.2. (e) John 16.33. acts 14.22. (f 9.1 pet. | 
4. 12. 2) Heb. 11. 36, Oc. (b) Job 23, 3, 8, 9. (i) Pſal. 
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to be Gracious ? Hath be, in Anger, ſhut up bis 
tender Mercies ? Sometimes they cannot ſee the 
Love of a Father in theſe Afflictive Dealings, 
tho? he does not then lay aſide that Relation, 
or ceaſe to Love them; hence they complain as 
Fob (k) Wherefore bidet thou thy Face, and boldeſt 
me for thine Enemy? S0 (I) The Terrours of 

GOD ſet themſelves in array ag ainſt me, Oh! 
bow many! how conſtant ! and, in all Ap- 
pearance, almoſt Inſuperable are the Diffi- 
culties of a Believer ! How is he in Danger of 
Falling into Sin, when moſt raiſed ? (m) When 
be thinks be ſtands, he ought to be Watchful, 

and take beed leaſt he fall. When moſt ſe- 
cure, he muſt ſtill depend on, and call in 
help from CHRIST. And when he ſees 
Death approaching with a Summons for him 
to appeay before a Righteous GOD, the Pillars 
of Nature ſhaken, and the Soul diſlodg'd of its 
Body, enters into a New, Eternal World, not 
to have a longer Day of Patience, or a New 
Goſpel, or other Means of Grace; but to be 
Saved, or for ever Loſt. O what need is here 
of CHRIST ! What need have we to be un- 
der his Care That our Feet Stumble not on 
the Dark Mountains, that we may be Kept 
from Falling in Life, and not be ſwallowed 
up in Death. Thus the putting our ſelves 
under the Care of CHRIST implies a Senſe 
of our Danger, and our Need of Him. 5 

} 


(H Job 13. 24+ (7) Chap. 6. 4. (m) 1 Cor. 10. 12 
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2. IT alfo implies, a Senſe of aur "Trnability, 
and of bis Power, to keep, and render us ſucare. as 
being kept by bim. That we cannot Keep 
our ſelves, we have ſhew'd under the Doctri- 
nal Part, in that we are ſo. Prone to Fall; 
but this is our Encouragement, that He is 
Able to Preſerve us, to whoſe Care we are 
committed. Therefore when we give up our 
ſelves to him, by Faith, to be Guided and 
Delivered from Evil, Is there any better 
Way for us to ſurmount our Difficulties, or 
be ſafe, when ſurrounded with the greateſt 
Dangers ? Say therefore, O my GOD, I 
am ſenſible that J muſt meet with many 
Troubles, ſuch as are enough to fink ch 
© Poor Worm, if left to himſelf; Oh! h 
© impoſſible is it for me to ſtand without 
© Thee? But being perſwaded, that thou art 
© able to keep me: I therefore, caſt. my ſelf 
| © entirely upon, and hope for Safety in Thee 
alone; Thy Poor, Selt-confident, Wande- 
©ring Prodigal deſires to lay hold on thy 
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re Covenant; and to be skreen'd from the 
_ Wrath of God, under the Shadow of thy 


© Wings; to be a Conqueror, through the 
Pt | © Power of thy ViQtorious Grace; and to 
ed { have Joy in that Salvation which is in 
ee; | | | | 

nſe 4. WHAT a Bleſſed Change does a Believer 

ſuſtain in Death, to his Unſpeakable Gain and 
IT Advantage, Here's a great Change indeed; 
Job makes uſe of the ſame Word, to ſet ir 


F 2 forth, 
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forth, () Ju wait till my Change come, i. e. 
"till 1 dye 5 the Apoſtle ſays, that (o) He ſhall 
change our vile Bodies, and faſhion them like 
unto his Glorious Body. How much greater is 
the Change of Soul, when a Polluted, Sin- 
ning, Guilty Creature ſhall appear without 
Fault. And Oh! How great 1s his Gain; 
(p) To dhe is Gain, ſays the Apoſtle. Unbe- 
lief, that can ſee no farther than Time, thinks 
him a great Loſer, when he parts with his 
Deareſt Friends on Earth, is turn'd out of his 
Poſſeſſions, his Honour laid in the Duſt, his 
l! Beauty and Comlineſs over-ſpread with 
il Worms; he loſes all the Proſpect he had of 
14 Happineſs here below. But what is all this? 
Does he not gain infinitely more than his 
Loſſes amount to? Is he a Loſer, that in part- 
ing with a Mite gains a Crown; and beſides, the 
Believer is hereby delivered from his Burdens 
and Troubles, when ſtript of his Earthly Enjoy- 
ments; He is freed from Sin and Sorrow, and 
made Partaker of Eternal Life and Joy; He 
puts off Mortality, and gains Immortality; He 
loſes all that he Hop'd for, in this Life: But 
what is that, when he attains the Accom- 
| pliſhment of his Hopes, in a Better! In ſhort, 
1 when he is then found in CHRIST, tho? he 
11 ſuffer the Loſs of all Things, he ſhall find 
all, Eminently and Tranſcendently, in him. 


5. TH 
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- 0 Job 14. 14. (0) Phil. 3. 21. {p) Phil. 1. 21, 
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q. THIS may tend to Comfort us under the 
AffiiFing Hand of GOD, in the Removal of 
our Friends and near Relations, who dye in 
CHRIST. Though they are no more under 
our Care, are they not ſtill under the Care 
of him who is Able to keep them in Death, 
as well as in Life? Nature indeed ſometimes 
relents, and is apt to ſay as David, Would to 
GOD I bad dyed for thee; or at leaſt had 
gone before thee. But why ſhould we not ac- 
quieſce in the Divine Dealings, and take Com- 
fort from what is done for them ; if we have 
Ground of Hope, that they are arrived ſafely 
to that place, where they are happier than they 
were, or than we can be, *till, when Dying, 
Death it ſelf, is ſwallowed up in Victory. 4 
HAVING thus endeavour'd to give you 
ſome brief Account of what is contain'd, in a 
few Words, in the Text; yet cannot be peifect- 
ly conceiv'd of, but by thoſe who having been 
in ſome meaſure, inſtructed what it was to be 
Kept from Falling, in this World; have alſo 
been made Partakers of that Joy which at- 
tends their being Preſented Faultleſs, in the 
Next; it may be expected, that I ſhould 
cloſe with what is inſtruQtive in the Voice of 
Providence, which was the Occaſion of our 
foregoing Meditations, as well as of many fad 
Thoughts in ſome of you, who are yet, it 


| may be, apt to Conclude, that Your Stroke 


is beavier than your Groaning, having loſt ſo 
Deſirable a Friend and Near Relation, ſad- 
[2 F 3 denly 


„% 
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denly ſpatch'd away, in the Prime and Flower 
of her Days, leaving multitudes behind that 
ſeem'd nearer the Gates of Death: Vet, when 
called hence, none more willing to part 
with whatſoever might invite her Deſire to 
ſtay, as ſupported with the Comfortable Hope 
of Enjoying a better Life than this. 4 


wo 2 1 
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81. IS to well known, that Funeral 
f Diſcourſes have been much abu- 
_ _- . ſed, by Expatiating in the Praiſe 
of thoſe whoſe Name deſerves rather to be 
buried with themſelves in Silence ; or with 
a Deſign to Flatter their Surviving Friends, 
rather than advance the Glory of GOD. Yet, 
To be bad in Remembrance, ſeems to be a 
Debt due to the Name of the Righteous, as an 
Honour that ſhould outlive themſelves ; eſpe- 
cally, when we may take Occaſion to ad- 
' mire the Grace of GOD, or receive Advan- 
tage by what is Imitable, in what once they 
were; Shall the Uncommon Experiences of 
the Eſtabliſhing, and Soul-Comforting Pre- 
ſence of GOD, both in Life and Death, be 
paſſed by, without Regard ? Shall it not be 
told in Zion, and proclaim'd in the Gates 
of Jeruſalem, how Gracious GOD has been 
to his People, if he appears with Strength, 

as a preſent Help in Tiouble, when Fleſh and | 
Heart fails? If we have an Argument con- | 
vincing, to thoſe that disbelieve a n 
hr he. 4 . . 7 1 at 


and Pꝛelented Faultleſs, 82, 
er that GOD takes Notice of his People, in 
at their Low Eſtate? Or if it may hereby ap- 
en pear, that there is ſuch a thing as a Full Aſ- 
2 of Faith, that the Saints have Com- 
to forts which none but GGD can give, and 


pe which he ſometimes reſerves for an Hour of 
8 —— to bear them up under Pains and 
ho Weakneſs of Body, and to cary them out of 


this World Triumphing; Shall all this be 
al paſſed by in Silence ? Shall GOD loſe the 


u- Glory of ſuch Extraordinary Appearances of 
ſe Grace, or We, the Advantage of ſuch Lively 
be Examples of Faith and Hope crown'd with 
th Victory? This makes me the rather willing 
Is, to give ſome Account of what is of Uſe, anc 


et, Worthy to be Remarked in the Life and 
a Death of that Excellent Perſon, whoſe De- 


an {| ceaſe occaſions this Diſconrſe. 

e- §. 2. As to her Birth and Parentage, tis 
d- enough to ſay, that She was the Daughter of 
n- One Whoſe Memory is bleſſed, The Reyes 
ey rend Mr. Clarkſon ; a Name well known in 
of this Famous City, notwithſtanding all his En- 


e- deavours to Conceal his Real Worth under 
be | > the Curtain of Humility, So far were his At- 


be | tainments above what are Common, - that to 
es attempt to ſet forth his Character, tho in 
N the Faireſt Colours, would be to leſſen him; 
h, ] his Writings are the moſt Lively Picture o 
id | His Mind; his Labours, as A Miniſter of 
u- Chriſt (1 had almoſt faid with the Apoſtle, 


e, F 4 (9) More 


| 95 More than a Miniſter ) were refreſhing to 
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many, and his Courſe at laſt finiſhed with 
Joy. How delightful j js it to ſee Grace deſ- 
cending, as it were, in a Line; and God 
making Good his Covenant, not only to his 
Bode but to their Seed, and giving the ſame 
Perſon to be both Natural and Spiritual Fa- 
tber to his Child, as in ſome Meaſure, was 
apparent in this Inſtance. The Early Im- 
preſſions, his Suitable and Religious Inſtructi- 
ons had upon her, gave him Ground of Hope 


whilſt he lived, that there were nothing leſs 


than the Bloſſomings and firſt Appearance of 
Grace ; and, when he could inſtru& her no 
more, the Reading ſome of his Sermons were 
(as Was acknowledg d by her ſelf) bleſſed as 
A Means of greater Light, and many Work- 
ings of Soul about. Spiritual Fring“. in the 
following part of her Life. 

§. 3. That which was Ornamental and Ac- 
eompliſhing in Nature, I paſs by; For why 
ſhould we ſpeak of thoſe things which are,now, 


no more? When Man becomes a Prey to 


Death, it diſpoils him of all that Nature 
had to glory | in. To ſpeak of her, as having 


Excelb'd in Natural or Acquired Endowments, 
would be. but to give an Inſtance of the Va- 


nity of Man in his Beſt Eſtate; or that the 
Nobleſt Souls are no more excugd from dy- 
ing than the Meaneſt ; that Death levels 

the 


mamas. 


r 


— 
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the Wiſe and Prudent, with the Ignorant and 
Fooliſh ;. or that Youth when arm'd with its 
greateſt Strength, can no more Oppoſe it 
than enfeebled Age can call back Time, or 
renew it's Leaſe of Life, when it is almoſt 
expir'd. There is ſomething indeed, that 
remains Untouch'd, and with the Soul, el- 
capes the Grave, aſcending to Heaven, from 
whence it came, and that is Grace; This ſo 
far ſurpaſſes all "other Endowments, that as 
It is the one Thing needful, fo the Princi- 
pal Thing that calls for Imitation, and theres 
fore moſt becoming our preſent Thoughts. 

F. 4. To ſay She was Ben of GOD, is the 
Higheſt Honour, yet the Praiſe hereof i is due 
to him alone; and to ſpeak of a Powerful, 
and Saving Work wrought, and carried on 


in her, will be to ſhew how much ſhe was 
obliged to Divine Goodneſs, and how great. 


a Debt of Thankfulneſs is Owing, and ſhall 
be for ever Acknowledg'd. That which the 
never aſeribd to her ſelf, but GOD, we may 
freely ſpeak of, to his Glory; z while deſirous 


to advance him in his own Works, and in the 


Gifts which he beſtows, without any regard 
to the Worthineſs of his Creatures, accord- 
ding to the Counſel of his own Will, and 
the Exceeding Riches of abounding Grace, 

8. 5. I hope it will not be Ungrateful, or 
Uſeleſs, to fpeak ſomewhat concerning her 
Converſation, long before ſhe e 

8 en. 


86 Saints Kept from Falling, 
Sentence of -Death within Her Self. Her 
Laſt Sickneſs was not the Firſt Seaſon of her 
Acquaintance with GOD, neither was that 
the firſt Time ſhe had an Aſſurance of the 
Love of GOD in CHRIST; tho” it may be, 
her Aſſurance was moſt Full and Comfortable, 
as ſhe was then making the neareſt Ap- 
proaches to the End of her Race. Tho' 
the Evening of her Life was not overcaſt 
with the leaſt Cloud, or Darkneſs of Deſer- 
tion, *twas Ruddy and Calm, as preſaging a 
Glorious Morning, which ſhould follow after 
the Night of Death: Yet her Day of Grace, 
from that Bleſſed Seaſon of Love, when the 
Morning-Star firſt aroſe in her Soul, was at- 
tended with frequent Enterchanges of Light 
and Darkneſs; ſometimes, to uſe her own 
Words, Made very uneafie under the Terrours 
of ber own Thoughts, having the moſt diſ- 
couraging Apprehenſions of her State God- 
ward, Often revolving in ber Mind, and Ad- 
miring the Bleſſed Privileges of the Goſpel, 
and the Conde ſcenſion of God therein manifeſted, 
when at the ſame time, not daring to claim an 
Intereſt in them. How deeply wounded has 
ſhe ſometimes been, with the Senſe of Sin, 
fearing leaſt by reaſon of its Aggravations, 
it ſhonld be ont of the Reach of Mercy? 
How innumerable were her Diſcouragements, 
Burdens, Strugglings, Temptations ! How 
Exceeding ſinful did the leaſt and moſt ſe- 
cret, Sin appear, and with what Sorrow, la- 
8 mented ? 
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Sins, which other Witneſs but God 
and Conſcience, ſeem'd fo great, as tho 
More provoking than God uſed to Pardon, Thus 
was ſhe, for ſome time, after having been ſa- 


vingly wrought on, under ſore Conflicts; 


ſometimes hoping in the Free Mercy of God, 
at other times reflecting on what might tend 
to diſcourage, and did much awaken her 
Fears. But afterwards, it pleaſed God to 
convince her, that his Thoughts towards us 
are not like ours concerning him, and in 
enabling her not to give way to Unbelieving, 
Diſtruſtful Apprehenſions, that confine or 
leſſen his Mercy; this was followed with 
much Comfort, and was as it were the Day 


Spring. of Affurance, or like the bright Shi- 


ning of the Sun after Rain. 
FS. 6. After having been carried through 
theſe Difficulties, ſhe found for the moſt part. 
a great Serenity of Mind, in the Conſtant, 
Steddy Courſe of Duty, having a Well⸗ 
grounded Hope, and ſometimes a full Per- 
ſwaſion of the Love of God, which ſhe has on 


ſome Occaſions expreſſed. And ſo far was 
this from leading to Carnal Security, that 


IT 


| | 
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it can ſcarce be conceiv'd, what low Thoughts 
ſhe had of the beſt of ſelf ; what a deep Senſe 
of the Power of Indwelling Sin; what a firm 
Dependance on Chriſt, as being able to do 
* nothing without him; How watchful over 
= her Actions and Thoughts; How much afraid 
4 of Sin, even of the Iniquity of her Holy 
Things! I cannot expreſs this, in Words ſo 
1 Pathetick, or Comprehenſive as her own; 
| which are, as follow. I never found ſo much 
. Swestneſs, or ſolid Satisfaction in my Acceſſes to 
1 God, as when moſt ſenſible of my own Unworthi- 
ng neſs, and moſk Apprehenſive of the Infinite Ful- 
1 neſs and Sutableneſs of the Grace laid up in Chriſt, 
from which J am encouraged, and commanded 
1 to be continually Receiving. O ! the Infiniteneſs of 
*: that Treaſure! Nothing! Nothing! leſs can ſa- 
= tisſie the reſtleſs Cravings, and Pantings of m 
4 Soul. I bave been led conſtantly to thoſe freſh 
i - Springs that never fail, and thereby I have ex- 
[ perienced great Quicknings in my Applications to 
bim, and Comfortable Rejoycing. Notwithſtand- 
ing the Miſerable Defets and Failures in my 
poor Performances, there is a Perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs wrought out for me, which I may receive and 
apply by Faith, and therein ſtand before him; this 
J can ſometimes apprebend, with Clearneſs ; and 
1 can apply my ſelf to him witb * as the | 
| Lord my Righteouſneſs and Strength; and 
| Rejoyce in Hope that I ſhall through that Strength be 
more than a Conqueror over every diſturbing Cor- 
eruption and Temptation; That 1ſhall ſee him as be 
| #5, 
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is, in the full Diſplays of the Glory of that Love 


and Grace which I cannot now comprebend, and 


by that Transforming Sight be made like bim. 
But Ob! How ſhort, bow ſeldom are theſe Inter- 
views | my Unbelie ving Heart returns to its for- 
mer Darkneſs and Diſtruſt, and gives me fre- 


quent Occaſion to bewail the fludbtuating of my 


weak Faith; O that it was ſtronger ! that it was 
more ſtedfaſt ! But Bleſſed be his Name (in whom 
1 would put my entire Truſt ) there is Grace in 
bim to help, under the Decays and Failings of 
Weak Grace in me; that I may receive Grace 
to Elevate and Excite the Ads of Faith 


and Love, when ſunk ſo low that 1 cannot 


raiſe them; that from his Fulneſs I may receive 
Grace, to regulate the Actings of Grace, and to 
ſet my Soul, from Time to Time, in the right 
way of Improving Chriſt for this Grace, in its 
te Fulneſs; there is Grace to pardon 
all the Defetts of my Adings of Grace, and 
take away the Defilements of them. Theſe are 
Truths that feed and uphold my Faith, without 
which ſet home with Power, it muſt give up, under 
the abounding of Indwelling Corruption. Theſe 
were the Breathings of her Soul, in which 
there is the moſt Lively Repreſentation of a 
Mind rightly Informed, and richly Furniſhed 
with Experimental Kiofriedge of the Things 


of Chriſt ; and of the Work of Grace carried 
on with Power, in a Soul, fo much humbled, 
as not to put the leaſt Confidence in the Fleſh, 
or ſeek Help from any Thing ſhott of Chriſt ; 
an 
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> and at the ſame time, fo much comforted, as | 
to be led ferward with Chearfulneſs, in the 

Conſtant Diſcharge of Duty, andin the Hopes 
and ſweet Foretaſts of the Heavenly Glory. 

F. 7. As for what was Obvious to all that 

| knew her; there was in her Converſation a 
XR becoming Mixture of Gravity and Pleaſant- 
. neſs; as not daring, in one Extream, to make 
: Things Sacred a Prey to the Exuberances of 

Wit and Fancy : So, in the other, not giving 
the leaſt Occaſion to their falſe Conceit, who 
ſuppoſe that Religion always chooſes the 
Dark Retreat of a Melancholly Temper, or 
is directly oppoſite to what is chearful, or 

.— agreable in Common Converſe, Which I ra- 

ther take Notice of that it may appear true, 
that there are ſome ſecret Dealings, between 
God and a Believer, which may be attended 
with deep Humiliation, great inward Trou- 
ble, or unſpeakable Comfort and joy, that 
the reproachful World is not conſcious of, 
and therefore cannot take Occaſion ro trample 
theſe Pearls under their Feet. This is like, what 
dur Saviour ſpeaks (Mat. 6. 16, 18.) of Faſting, 
and at the ſame time, Not appearing to Men to 
Faſt ; Humbled, and it may be Dejected, as to 
the laward Man, while the Countenance does 
not betray this Inward Trouble; or a Soul 
raiſed with ſecret Tranſports, and yet with 
fuch an Eveaneſs of Temper, that they who 
think them Deluſions, or will make them the 
Subject of Ridicule and Scorn, or others that 


will 
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will take Occaſion to advance the Creature, 
rather than God, ſhall not by the Outward 
Demean, read what is treaſur'd up in Secret, 


to be made known ( according to David's 


Example, P/al. 34. 2. & 66. 16.) only to The 
Humble, and to thoſe that Fear God, or at 


leaſt, to ſuch as begin to enquire the Way to 


Zion, and will make good Uſe of the Know- 
ledge of ſuch Experiences. This is not the At- 
tainment of all Chriſtians, tho eminently 
Gracious ; yet very much hereof was to be 
ſeen in her, whom we are now ſpeaking of; 
which ſeems to Anſwer the Proverbial Speech 
of Solomon, Prov. 14. 10. The Heart knowetb 
his own bitterneſs, and a Stranger doth not inter- 


meddle with his Foy. 


for they were indeed conceal'd, neither are we 
able to judge with what Frequency, Fervou 
or Succeſs, they were engagad in; but as to 
what concerns the Publick Worſhip of God, 
ſhe was a Conſcientious Attender on the Or- 
nances of Chriſt, in Seaſon and out of Sea- 
ſon; valuing all Opportunities wherein ſhe 
might hope for further Acquaintance witk 
God; calling the Sabbath her Delight, and 
rejoycing at the Returns thereof. 

The Miniſtry which ſhe had for ſome 
Years ſet under, was that of of Two very 
Worthy Perſons, whereof one has for many 
Years ſerved Chriſt in his Vineyard, the o- 
ther was, ſome Months ſince, call'd hence to 


i reap 
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"Neceſſities of Poor, Helpleſs, Guilty Creatures, 


reap the Fruit of his Labours ; both theſe ſhe 
deſervedly valued, as having been by their 
Eminently Inſtructive and Uſeful Preaching, 

led into the Knowledge of the Deep Things 
of God, in which her great Proficiency, diſ- 
cover'd her to have been no Unthobghtful 
or Unprofitable Hearer ; and if at any time; 
when coming to the Ordinances with raiſed 
Expectations of receiving Qypicknings and 
Spiritual Refreſhments, ſhe found her Hopes 
diſappointed, aud her Spirit not ſo much en- 
larged, as at other times ; ſhe was far from en- 
tertaining the leaſt Prejudice againſt the 
Word, or him that diſpenſed it; no Charge 
brought in againſt, nor Reflection caſt on 
any, beſides her ſelf, and as a Token hereof, 


ſhe would ſometimes expreſs her Reſentments 


in ſuch like Exclamations; O the Unſearchablt 
Deceitfalneſs of my Heart, that is continually 

xrdying me to an Unbecoming Temper of Spi- 
rit ! Her Soul was very much affected with 
thoſe Doctrines, that have a Tendency to ad- 
vance the Soveraigaty of Grace, and ſet forth 
the Nothingneſs of the Creature. That we may 
fee what a Bleſſed Improvement ſhe made of 
Free and Rich Grace as a Motive to Obe- 
dience, I cannot- but take Notice of her owt 
Words to that Effect; ( wiz.) Thoſe Truths 
inſiſted on that tend to lead from ſelf to Chriſt, 
wa and unfolding the Myſteries of Grace, laid 
up in him, ſo admirably ſuited to anſwer all the 
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encour age and quicken me in Duty. And, that 


we may in ſhort conceive, by a few Words 
what Meaſures ſhe enjoy'd of the Comforting 
rearing of che Spirit of God, in the 95 
ry ing on of Grace; and how ſhe Waited, 
one Preſling forward towards the Mark, on 
forther Communications hereof, let me ſtill 
recite her -own Words. 7 deſire to be found 
fubmiſſrvely Waiting for further Manifeſtations 
of ſpecial Love to me, in bis own Time and 
Way; and the I bave not thoſe conſtant Sbi- 
nings forth of the Light of bis Countenance, as 
ſome of his are bleſſed with, I would humbly 
_=_ him for the Enlig btning I have, or bave 
ad 

§. 9. We are now come to Conſider — 
In ber Laſt Sickneſs, which in the Space of 
four Days, diſſolved the Bonds of Nature, 
and- by the fame Stroke, both Confin'd, and 
ſet her Free. She was, on a Sud- 
dain, ſeized with a very Painfull The Collick, 
Diſtemper, which ſhe perceived to 


be the Harbinger of Death; which when it 


made its neareſt Approaches, ſhe declar'd, 
Twas Melcome; not flying from it, as from an 
Enemy, nor ſee ng any thing affrighting in its 
Countenance: _—_ did ſhe think this World 
too much to loſe, for the Gain of that Immor- 
tality that lies beyond the Grave. Some in- 
deed, long for Death, and as Job ; ſpeaks, 
Chap. 3. 20, 21, 22, Kejoyce exceedingly, and 
are glad wh: n they can find the Grave ; hut 
\ G "ts 
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tis becauſe Light is given to them in Miſery, 
and Life to the Bitter in Soul; The Innume- 
rable Evils and Deaths, which they ſuſtain 

in Life, make them willing to enjoy Reſt, 
if it may be had, in the Grave. Others, it 

3 may be, think that Time has been Liberal 

1 enough to them, and 'tis unreaſonable 

| to deſire to live beyond the Alotted 

| _ Bounds of Nature; or that Old Age (ac- 

Ru cording to what Barilla ſays to David, 
by 2 Sam. 19. 33. ) has outliv'd the Pleaſures of 

this World, and therefore now tis Time to 
anſwer to the Call of Death : But when, as 
in this Inſtance, we ſee the Young and Flou- 
riſhin gu tired with Care, nor broken 
/Continued Sorrows; one to whom Life 
ſeem? D promiſe as much Happineſs and 

Contentment, as it uſvally affords to any, 

Vet not allur'd by what it has to give, nor 
tempted by all its Delights, to defire a lon- 
ger Stay here, or to be Unwilling to 

When all about her were almoſt overwhelm'd 

with Grief, She was the only Perſon that 

ſeem'd Unconcern d. If a Flood of Tears 

had been ſhed, it could no more have moy'd . 

her fixed Soul, reſolved to be as ready to 
hearken, and as willing to be gone, as Death 
was to call; it could no more have induced 
her to be in Love with Life, which God had 

a Deſign to put a Period to, than it could 

have prevented her Departure, or fetch'd ber 

back from the Duſt K 

| Y. IC, 
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8. 10. Tho? her Pain was violent for many 


hours, and ſuch as very much hindet'd the 


deſired Compoſure of her Thoughts ; yet in 
this ſhe was ſnbmiſlive to the Divine Will, 
and patient under his Hand. Had ſhe not 
been, before this, prepat'd for Death, Oh! 
How unfit a Seaſon would this have been 
firſt to engage in ſo Important a Work, de- 
ferr'd till then, when 'tis ſo hard to bear up 
under Afflictions, much more to begin then 
to be thoughtful about Eternity. But that 
Work was not left to do, till this Time of 
Extremity; and indeed, there was Ground 
enough to ſuppoſe, that the Inward Peace of 
Conſcience, and ſecret Supports and Comforts 
ſne had before found Relief from, were now 
more Eminently Uſeful to her, when brought 
fo low, and her Pains ſo great. But it plea- 
ſed God to give her Eaſe the remaining part 
of her Time, and therein ſhe took Occaſion 
to expreſs the Inward Joy that ſhe/ experi- 
cenced. When Cordials were applied, for 
the Refreſhment of Weak and Fainting Na- 


tore, ſhe -faid, that ſhe bad better Cordials 


to refreſh her than thoſe ; the laſt. two Days 
of her Life ſhe ſeem'd very much diſengaged 
from, and unconcern'd about any: thing in 
this World, as one that had taken her leave 
of every thing here below, and was at lei- 
ſure for nothing but Heavenly Contempla- 
tion. Her Diſcourſe was very affecting, when 
ever ſhe ſpake of Her Self, *twas with the 
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moſt Soul-humbling Expreſſions; and how. 
often did ſhe Extoll and Admire the Love 
of God in Chriſt! The ſame Truths that ſhe 
was refreſhed with in Life were her Com- 


fort and Delight in Death. She had the ſame 


Self- abaſing, yea, Self- abhorring, and Grace- 
advancing Thoughts. She bad a full A ſſu- 
rance of Salvation, and an abundant Entrance, 
with a kind of Triumph, adminiſtred into it. 
She would be often tpeaking in the Words 
of the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 1. 12. J kom whom Y 
have believed, and F am per ſwaded, that he is 

Able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him againſt that Day; and with joy Unſpeak- 
able, making Uſe of che Words we have in- 


ſiſted on, with Application to her ſelf; To 
bim who is Able to Keep me from Falling, and 


to Preſent. me Faultieſs, &c. Her inward Peace 
was too great to be expreſs'd, as ſne ſaid, 


Time will fail me to expreſs what Comfort 1 


have. When Nature was very weak, and 
her Strength and Spirits exhauſted, ſne bleſ- 
ſed God, that Her Faith did not fail; that 
was Strongeſt, when Outward Comtorts were 


at a very low Ebb, and ſhe had hereby ſuch 


Clear Manifeſtations, and Soul-refreſhing Pre- 
libations of Glory, which werea kind of Hea- 
ven in her Way to Heaven. DOVE 2007 
Her Laſt I wm, with a Rapture of 
Admiration, O thoſe Rays of Glory ! Theſe are 


Things unutterable, Diſcoveries too bright 
for a Mortal Eye; Nature perceives it ſelf 
. 8 now 
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now overpower'd, and the Soul thinks its 
Lodging too ſtrait, its Company unſutable, 
and this World not deſign'd for thoſe Tri- 

I umphs. which are now, as it were, begun; 
| and therefore takes its Flight into the Bo- 
ſom of Jeſus, to enjoy, what it has conſtantly 

| waited for, further Manifeſtations; to be 


cloathed with Immortality, and in parting 
; with this, to gain Eternal Life, | 

8 ; „ | 
* Thus, having given ſome Brief Account 
5 of our Deceaſed Friend, Let us conſider what 
o |, Improvement. ought to be made hereof. Let 
- the Carnal, Senſual and Ungodly World en- 
— quire, whether all the Stores of Nature will 
0 afford ſuch ſolid Peace and joy, as that 
d which the Saints have in Believing. What 
e can ſupport or keep the Soul from ſinkin 
d, in Death, but an Intereſt in Chriſt? How 
I Sad and Doleful will its Paſſage: be into 
d Eternity, when it knows not whither it is 
. going! What can bear up the Fainting Spi- 
at rits brought lower with Fear than Sickneſs ! 


re Where can the Poor, Trembling, Departing 

ch Soul find Reſt and Safety! Mult it be loſt, 

e- for having Choſen and Truſted in Vanity, 

a- | * which now, more than ever, appears to be 
| ſo, in that it cannot relieve him in Diſtreſs. 


of O Faithleſs Life]! Wretched, Deceitful 
re World ! Where are all thy Promiſes of Satis- 
ht faction? How are they miſtaken who hazard 
elf their Souls, and flight thoſe Comforts, which 
"OW ans 8 | dhe 
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the Saints enjoy, for the Gain of that which 


flies from them, when there is moſt need of 
Help and Comfort N 

Wie may moreover, from ſuch Inſtances of 
Dying Believers comforted in their Low 
Eſtate, take Occaſion to admire the Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and Faithfulneſs of God, in that he ap- 
pears for the Soul, when nothing elſe can 
relieve it, that ſo hereby he may ſhew forth 
the Alſufficiency of his Grace and Power, 
and how Infinitely Better he is than all Things 
elſe. And then what Glorious Promiſes are, 
herein fulfild ; as when he ſays (r) He ſhall 
call upon me, and I will anſwer lim, I will be 
with him in Trouble. So (s) When the Poor and 
Needy ſeek Water, and there is none, and their 
Tongue faileth for thirſt, I the Lord will hear 
them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake them. 
(t) This God is our God for ever and ever, be 
will be our Guide, even unto Death. And 
( That God will plague, deſtroy, and take 
away the Sting of Death. And again, (w) The 


þ + ues bath Hope in bis Death. And that 


the Pſalmiſt, (x) Mark the Perfec® Man 
and Bebold the Upright ; for the End of that 


Aan is Peace. And *ris ſaid, that (x) Pre- 


cious in the Sight of the Lord, is the Death 
of all bis Saints. (i. e.) They are Precious to 


| God in Death, as well as in Life; how are : 


all 


(e) Pal. 91. 15. (5) Ia, 41. 17. (1) Plal. 48. 14. 
(w) Prov. 14.32. x) , 37» 37. ( Pſal. 116. 15. | 
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all theſe Promiſes fulfilYd, when God | ſtands 
by, and ſtrengthens, and comforts the Be- 


lever, in Death. 
And then this affords an Undeniable Ar- 
gument, that There remains a Reſt for the People 
of God, or that they ſhall be received to Glory ; 
for there is Reſt in the Greateſt Outward 
Troubles, in the very Borders and Territo- 
ries of Death ; If the Saints have a kind of 
Heaven vpon Earth, is it not a Sign that they 
ſhall not miſs of Heaven hereafter ? _ 

How does this further teach us, that all our 
Comforts depend entirely on the Spirit of 


God. As the moſt Cogent Arguments can- 


not convert an Unregenerate Perſon, unleſs, 
by Supernatural Power, God works a Change 
in the Soul: So the ſtrongeſt Reaſons, and 


_ cleareſt Evidences cannot comfort, unleſs there 


be a Sealing and Witneſſing Work of him, 
who is ſtiled the Comforter ; *ris Soveraign 
Grace that refreſhes, as well as quickens and 
enlivens, How little, Nature can contribure - 
tothe Comforting a Believer appears, in that it 


is then Fainting and Dying. Before this Seafon 


of Comfort, when in Health, the Thoughts 
were compoſed and active, the Mind lively 


and diſcerning : Yet upon the moſt Exact 


Enquiry inte it ſelf, the Soul could not fee 
that Matters were ſo well between God and 
it, neither had he ſo much Joy as now he has, 
even when bravght ſo low, this ſhews that the 
Comforts of clievers are from the Spirit of 


God. 4 N And 
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And then we may in this, ſee the Shortneſs, 
and Uncertainty -of Life, and of how great 
Concern it is for us to be found prepar'd; 
when called hence. How ought we to make 
Choice of God for our Portion in this Life, 
that he may be our Comforter in Death; a 
Life of Faith muſt neceſſarily go before a 
Dying I= Faitb, or a Dying, as it were, By 
Faitb, when the Soul, like Stephen, ſees Heaven 
open'd, and Chriſt ſtanding in a Poſture ready 
to receive him, and carry the Departing Soul 
into the Preſence of God. And Oh! How 
Happy is he, beyond Expreſſion, that can 
ſay, when called into another World; 

Go forth, my Soul, without Fear; thou art 
in the Hands of Him who can Protect thee; 
the Way thou art to go may ſeem. Rough and 
Uapleaſing to Nature; but it ſhall bring thee 
to a Glory; greater than thou couldſt Enjoy or 
Hope for, ia this Mortal State. This is a 
Double Mercy, when the Soul is not only 
brought ſafely, but with Triumph, Into tbe 
Joy of our Lord. 1 | J 
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